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6 The Prefent State of Art. 1. 


Printed for R. Gofling at the Mitre and 
Crown againft Fetter-lane End in Fleet- 
{treet. 1732. 8vo. Pages 187. 


7%URSUANT to our Promife in the pre- 

AS” ceding Journal, we fhall now give fome 

i Account of the Third Part of the Work 
before us. It will make the firft Article for the 
ITXth Volume of our Journal for this new Year, 
in which we heartily wifh our Readers all fort of 
Profperity. 





Or all the Books of the holy Scriptures, 
that of the Revelations, as we formerly obferv’d, 
is certainly that which has moft perplexed the 
Divines; and that Book, in our Opinion, will 
ftill rack their Minds till Ages are no more ; 
till we are at the end of a Life, wherein Mor- 
tals, as the Apoftle expreffes himfelf, can only 
fee in part, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 

Notwithftanding all which, the Chrifiian Re- 
ligion has this great Advantage againft thofe 
who arraign fome particular Books of the New 
Teftament as fpurious, that if even thofe Books 
in Controverfy, and confequently that of the 
Revelations were fet afide, there ftill remain in 
holy Writ a Number of Canonical Books fuffi- 
cient to direét us in the way of Salvation. 

As to our Author, we cannot but very much 
commend his pious Zeal, and approve this 
learned Difcourfe, wherein he endeavours to re- 
fute the Objections made againft the canonical 
Authority of the Revelations. 

We fhall leave the Succefs of our Author to 
the Decifion of thofe of our Readers who are 
competent Judges in this Controverfy. 

Our 
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Our Author, by way of Introduétion, begins 
his Difcourfe thus: 


To what had been before advanced againft 
the Authority and Genuinene/s of the Revelations 
by the Annotator on the New Zeftaiient, not 
long fince publifh’d in Greek and Engili/b, ano- 
ther namelefs Writer has fince added very much 
in a Tract entitled, 4 Difcourfe biforical and 
critical on the Revelation aferibed to St. John. 
A Tra& contrived, not only to ruin the Credit 
of that particular Book, but alfo to weaken the 
Teftimony of the Fathers to facred Books and 
Authors in general. ‘To which end the Author 
has colleéted, and occafionally inferted every 
Scandal upon the Ancients, that came within 
the Compafs of his reading. So that the Dif- 
courfe before us, tho’ in appearance levell’d at a 
fingle Book of the New Zeftament, does in con- 
fequence affect the whole Canon. Having there- 
fore, in the Second Part, vindicated the other 
difputed Pieces againft the Cavils of the Aiio= 
tator ; I propofe, in this Third and laft Part, a 
Defence of the Revelations againft the fucceilive 
Attempts of him, and of the Author of the 
Difcourfe above-mention’d. My Method fhall 
be, Firft, to fet down the Reafons why the 
Book fhould be afcribed, as it generally is, to 
St. Fobn the Apoftle and Evangelift; and, Se- 
condly, to confider the Objections of the Ad- 
verfaries aforefaid againft this current Opinion. 


In Chap. I. therefore, to thew that the Reve= 
dations has all the neceflary Characters of a ge- 
nuine Piece, the Author teils us, Frrf, It is 
plainly as old as the Perfow, under whofe Name 


it goes. Secondly, ‘The Writers who lived in, 
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8 The Prefent Stateof Art. 1. 


or foon after its Publication, afcribe it to Fobu 
the Evangelift. Thirdly, There is nothing in 
the Book itfelf that contradiéts the undoubted 
Writings of the fame Author. Fourthly, The 
Style is not directly repugnant to the Character 
of its reputed Author. 

With regard to the firft Article, The Book 
of Revelations, fays our Author, was written 
in the Time of ‘Fohu the Evangelif, to whom it 
is generally afcribd. Thus Caius of Rome, 
who denied the Revelations, alledged by Cerinu- 
thus to be the Work of an Apoftle, made Ce- 
rintbus himfelf the Author of that Piece, who 
was contemporary with our Apoftle. And when 
Dionyfius Alexandrinus laboured to prove, that 
‘Fobn, mention’d in the Revelations, was not the 
Evangelif? of that Name, he fubftituted another 
Fobu, a Presbyter of Epbe/us, and coeval with 
the Apoftle. 

The Second Article our Author proves thus: 
They, who lived neareft in Time to the Fact 
enquired after, are juftly prefumed to give the 
trueft Information about it: So that if the Wri- 
ters neareft to the Age of the Apocalyp/e give it 
to ‘Fobu the Evangeliff, and to none elfe, his 
Title to it is fufficiently eftablifhed, as far as hu- 
man Teftimony can do it. The Writers who 
fucceed this firft Set of Evidences, may be al- 
lowed to oppofe this Conclufion as Créticks, but 
are of {mall account as Hifforiaus, becaufe they 
contradict Perfons of as good Credit as them- 
felves, and naturally better qualified to know 
the Truth of this matter. But all the Catholick 
Writers, for more than a Century after the Re- 
velations appear’d in the World, who fay any 
thing of the Author of that Book, give it to St. 
Fobn the Apoftle and Evangelifi: And others, 
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Art. 1. the Republick of Letters. 9 


within the fame Period, who are not exprefs as 
to the Author, receive the Book as Autheutick 
Scripture. E. G. Papias, Anno 110. Fujiin 
Martyr, An. 140. Jren@us, An. 167; or ac- 
cording to fome, 187. Melito, Bifhop of Sardis, 
An. 170. Zheopbilus, Bifhop of Antioch, An. 
168. Clemens Alexandrinus, An. 192. Apollo- 
nius, An. 192. Tertullian, An. 198. according 
to fome, 206. 

With refpeét to the third Article, our Author 
fays, Common Senfe, as well as common Piety, 
will require us to reject every pretended facred 
Book as fpurious, however attefted to, that 
fhould contradiét the other allowed Pieces of 
the fame Writer: but this is by no means the 
Cafe of the Revelations. Its worft Enemies 
have not charged it, as differing from the Go- 
{pel and Epiftles of St. ¥obu, or from the other 
infpired Books, in any fingle Point, whether 
Speculative or Praétical. 

As to the laft Article ; St. Fobn the Apofile 
was, fays our Author, a few by Birth; and tho’ 
he had the Gift of Tongues like the reft of the 
Apoftles, fo that he could and did write Greek ; 
yet it is plain, that in his Gofpel and Epiftles 
penned in that Language, he retains the He- 
brew and Syriac Idiom. Now in the Revela- 
tious are found as many, and perhaps more He- 
brai/ms, than in any other Book of the New 
Teftament whatever. Our Author here refers 
his Readers for a Specimen to Solomon Glaffius’s 
Philologia Sacra, in the following Places: De 
Nomine, Can. 8, 12, 32. De Pronomine, Can. 
11. De Verbo, Can. 2, 11, 20, 22, 26, 56. De 
Adverbio, Can. 1. 

The other Proofs our Author alledges for the 
Genuinenefs of the Revelation, are taken from 
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10 The Prefent State of Art. t. 


Tradition, carried down thro’ the third, fourth, 
fiith and following Centuries. We fee, fays he, 
that tor an hundred Years after the Revelations 
had paffed in the World for the Writing of St. 
‘Fobu the Apofile, his Title thereto was not con- 
tefted by any but Cerdo and Marcion, who, with- 
out regard to Right or Wrong, ufed to reject 
all Scriptures that ftood in their way. But if 
we defcend, continues our Author, from the 
Spring-bead, and examine the more diftant 
Streams of Tradition, we fhall find them run 
pretty much in the fame Channel; the Prejudi- 
ces of particular Times, and the Circumftances 
of certain Writers, give, tis true, fome little 
Interruption to the Carrent : but Truth, fays he, 
and the Reafon of the thing, ftill prevailed to 
keep the Courfe open and free to our own 
‘Times. 

The firft Oppofer of the Canonical Authori- 
ty of the Revelations, was the above-mention’d 
Caius, in the Year 210, as appears from Eu/ed. 
Hift. Eccl. \. 3. c. 28. Forty or fifty Years af- 
ter this, Déonyfius Alexandrinus, another Catho- 
lick Writer, in a Difpute with Nepos, a rigid 
Millenarian, earneftly contends, that.the Apoca- 
lypfe was written, as has been already hinted, 
by Fobn a Presbyter of Epbe/us. 

Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, fays our Author, fup- 
plies us with no other Names of Men, that op- 
pofed the Tradition of ‘Fobn the Apoftle’s having 
wrote the Revelations in the third Century: 
Whilft for the Affirmative Side of this Queftion, 
we have the following Teftimonies in the fame 
Age, viz. Hippolytus, An. 220, or according to 
fome, 240. Origen, An. 230, according to Cave ; 
or as others, 249. Cyprian, An. 248. Viéforie 


nus Petavionenfis, An. 290. Methodius of Lyre, 
— | | An. 








































Art.1. the Republick of Letters. 11 


An. 290. Pampbilus of Cefarea, An. 294. In 
fhort, during the three firft Centuries, no more 
than two can be produced, and they too in the 
Heat of Controverly, who have queftiond Str. 
Fohn the Apofile’s Title to the Revelations. 

In the fourth Century, we do not find, fays 
our Author, either Council or Father exprefsly 
denying the Genuinenefs of the Reve/ations : 
All the Evidence againft it is negative, or re- 
ported at fecond hand. Thus we find it wanting 
in feveral Catalogues of thefe Times, particu- 
larly in that of the elder Cyrz/, in the 60th Ca- 
non of the Council of Laodicea, as alfo in thofe 
of Gregory Nazianzen and Philaftrius. Ampbi- 
Jochius, in his Iambicks to Seleucus, fays it was 
receiv'd by fome, but rejected by more. Laft- 
ly, Ferome, in his Epiftle to Dardauus, owns 
that the Greeks of his Time did not admit it a- 
mong the Canonical Scriptures. But no fingle 
Writer, in all this Period, exprefsly and in his 
own Name rejects the Revelation. 

On the contrary, the Fathers of all Churches, 
Greek as well as Latin, not excepting fome of 
thofe who exclude it from their Catalogues of 
Scripture, take Authorities from thence for the 
weightieft Articles of Faith. Epzphanius himfelf 
(Her. 74. n. 26.) a Greek Writer, and well ac- 
quainted with the Ufages of moft Churches, af- 
firms that the Apocalyp/e had Credit with the moft 
and the beft Chriftians. In aword; the Maxim 
of Ferome, in his Epiftle to Dardanus, feems to 
have prevail’d among moft Writers in the fourth 
Century. Surely then, concludes our Author, 
thofe Scruples of fome Greek Churches and 
Writers, which had fo little Effect upon the 
Learned of their own Times, fhou’d have none 
at all upon us at this Diftance. 
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i2 The Prefent State of  Art.-x, 


The Witneffes to the Geuuinene/s of the Reve- 
Jations in the fourth Century are enumerated by 
Dr. Aids in his Proleg. N°. 231, 232. with the 
Places in which their feveral Attreftations are ex- 
tant. ‘Yo thefe Witnefles our Author adds-fe- 
veral other Writers ot Palefiine, African Wri- 
ters, and Writers of Jtaly, p. 16, 17. 

Our Author proceeding to the fitth Century, 
finds thac the Revelats ms were univertfally ad- 
mitted among the Latins, pe on by Sulvi- 
an and Alcimus Avitus in Fr ; by Pope Ju- 
gocent in Italy, in his Dec iss piftle to Exu- 
perius; and by the Council of Carthage, An. 
4.19. and in Africk by St. Aufiin. As to the 
Greeks of this Age, many of them regarding 
the Teftimonies of the Ancients, rather than 
the Scruples of their own Times, receiv’d it for 
Canonical ; fuch were Cyri/ of Alexandria, Caf- 
ft am and Nzlns at Couftautinople, and Andreas 
Cefarienfis, &c. 

From thefe T imes to our own, no other La- 
tin Writer but Funilzus, an African of the Sixth 
Century, pa d the Author of the Revela- 
tit 1S. 

The Grecks feem for feveral Ages to have 
been ftill divided on this Subject. 

Now the Sut of what our Author has hither- 

to advanced for the exterual Evidence of the 
Revelations is this: The Writers of greateft 
Antiquity, incomparably the beft W itnefles in 
fuch a Cate, do afer’ ibe that Book to Fobu the 

Apofiie: And this.they are to do for above 

a hundred Years. . In the third Century, all the 
Sitti dox Fathers, except two, were of the 
fame Judgment. In the fourth, all the Latzn, 
and moft of the Greek Writers, efpoufe this Side 
of the Queftion. In the fifth Age, the Latius 
UnlVeTe 
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univerfally, and the Greeks in many Inftances, 
declare in favour of the Revelations. From 
thefe Times to the Reformation, but one Latin 
Vriter is pretended to have called it in quefti- 
on: And among the Greeks, we find but little 
open Oppofition; which /7tt/e entirely ceafed 
from the tenth Century. 

On the other hand; againft the <Apocalyp/e, 
Cerdo and Marcion, two grievous Hereticks s, de- 
clared in the fecond Century ; as they alfo did 
againft other unqucftionable Pieces of the New 
Jefiament. In the third, Cains of Rowe, and 
Dionyfius of Alexandria, are fuppofed to give it 
abfolutely from St. ‘fobu the <Apoftle. In the 
fo] llowing Age, fome private Greeks, and the 
Council of Laodicea, \ett the Revelations out of 
their Catalogues of Scripture. But we do not 
find that any of them proceeded fo far, as to 
pronounce it forged, or ablolutely Apocryphal. 
A forged Canou of the Apoftles in the fixth 
Century, omits the Apocalyp/e in giving a Lift 
of Scripture. Inthe feventh Age, it feems to 
have met with fome Contradiction in Spain; 
and Nicephorus in the eighth, in his Stichometry, 
makes the Book of dubious Authority. 

After this View of ancient Zradition for and 
againft the Canowical Authority of the Revelations, 
we fhall obferve, Firft, 'That the oldeft and moft 

valuable Witneffes {peak entirely in its Favour ; 
whilft the main of the adverfe Teftimonies lived 
ata great Diftance of Time from the Fact in 
queftion, and are confequently of little Confide- 
ration. sSecoitd/y, That many of the moft anci- 
ent and moft competent Evidences to the Reve 
lations pronounce abfolutely, that it was written 
by St. ‘obi the Apoflie ; whilft of thofe againft 
it, only two are pretended to be pofitive of the 
contrary, 






























































14 The Prefent State of Art. 1, 


contrary. All the reft only cautious and doult- 
ful, and undetermin’d in the Point ; fo that the 
Tradition which gives the Revelations to St. Fobn 
the Evangelifi, is on all accounts much pretera- 
ble to that which has yet been produced againft 
him. In fine, the Indexes to ancient Greek 
MSS. fuch as the Alexandrian and Clermont ones, 


contain the Revelations, and afcribe them to 
St. Fobn, &Xc. 


Mr. Zwells having thus argued from the ex- 
ternal Evidence of YLeftimony tor St. Fobn’s being 
Author of the Revelations, next he proceeds to 
prove the Genuinenefs of the fame Book trom 
internal Characters. 

Firft, fays he, the Author of the Revelations 
calls himfelf ‘fobu, without any farther Diftin- 
ction ; and therefore is moft likely to have been 
the principal Perfon of that Name then living, 
z. e. Fobn the Evangelift. Vid. Chap.i. 1, 9. 
XXi. 2. and xxii. 8. 

Secondly, Yhe Author of the Revelations was 
one who had Lorn record of the Word of God, and 
of the Leftimony of Fefus, and of the things be bad 
feen, Rev. i. 2. Which Defcription, as our 
Author obferves, agrees with no other Fobn of 
thofe Times, than with Fobu the Evangelift. 

Thirdly, The Revelations was the Work of 
that %obu, who was in the Ifland of Patmos for 
the Teftimony of the Gofpel; which was then 
the peculiar Cafe of ‘fobn the Apoftle. See Gro- 
tius on the place. 

Fourthly, The Epiftle of Fobu to the feven 
Churches of the Minor or Proconfular Afia, and 
confequently the Revelation itfelf was moft pro- 
bably written by that obi, who had the imme- 
diate and particular Care of thofe Churches, v#z. 
Fobn the Apofile, &c. Fifthly, 
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Fiftbly, A Likenefs of Sentiment and Expref- 
fion between the Revelations, and the confeffed 
Writings of St. Zohn the Apofile, evinces that 
they had all one and the fame Author. Here 
our Author obferves, That many fuch Coinciden- 
ces have been already obferv’d by learned Men 
upon this Argument; ¢. g. (1.) Rev. i. 2. Jutt 
as the Evangelift faw the Glory of the Word, 
‘Fobu i. 14. and in his firft Epiftle, Chap. i. 1, 2. 
(2.) Rev. i. 5. (3.) Rev. i. 7. the Words of 
this Book are taken from Zach. xii. 10. and the 
latter Part of them are cited alfo by St. ‘Fobit, 
Chap. xix. 37. but are no where elfe to be found 
in the New TYeflament. (4.) Rev. ii. 17. In 
which Paffage the Apocalyptical Writer calls 
{fpiritual Food the hidden Manna, i. e. the myfti- 
cal Meaning of that Manna on whichthe I/raelites 
fed in the Wildernefs. Vid. upon the like Sen- 
timent Fobu vi. particularly ver. 32. (5.) Rev. 
iji.7,14. and again, Chap. xix. 2. and the very 
fame Charaéter is given of him, 1 Fobn v. 20. 
See alfo Fohn i. 14. and Chap. xiv. 6. (6.) Rev. 
v. 6, 12. and fo ‘Fobn i. 29. (7.) Rev. xix. 13. 
Chrift is termed the Word of God; and {o he is 
ftiled, obferves our Author, more frequently in 
the uncontefted Writings of St. Zobu, than elfe- 
where, 

To thefe Paffages our Author adds the follow- 
ing ones: Rev. 1.15. Chap. ii. 10. iil. Lo. ill, 21. 
xii. 9. xxi.6. Again, Chap. xvii. 2. 

And if it fhould be faid, hints our Author, 
that an Impoftor might tranfcribe tnefe parallel 
Sentiments from the extant Writings of St. ‘Zobu 
the Apoftle and Evangelift, to make his Fraud pafs 
the better; we have it to anfwer, that fuch a 
Pretence has no place here; for moft certainly 


St. Zohn’s Gofpel was written after the Revela- 
, tions: © 
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tions: So that an Impoftor, when that Book 
was compofed, had not St. Zobn’s Gofpel to 
copy after or imitate. Thofe peculiar Senti- 
ments therefore of thefaid Apof/e, which abound 
in the Apocalyp/e, do ftrongly prove that he was 
Author of that Book. 

Sixthly, The Samenefs of conftru€tion and 
acceptation of Words in the Revelat 1OnS, and 
the unqueftionable Writings of St. Zobu, and 
which are lefs frequent with the other Sacred 
Penmen, makes it extremely probable that one 
Perion was Author of them all. For Inftance: 
The empbatical Repetition of the Article be- 
tween the Subftantive and Adjective, 1s very 
frequent in the Revelations. As 6 uapws, 6 m505, 
Rev. i. §. the wars the wean c. xiv. 8. Our 
Author relates other Inftances, as well as Paflages 
of St. Fobu ; but that is what we fhall not take 
notice of, for fear of being too tedious. 

Inftead of that, we fhall immediately give an 
Abridgment of the Seconp Parr of this 
Work ; wherein our Author confiders the Ob- 
geciions advanced by the Anuotator on the New 
Te cftament, lately publifl’d in Greek and Englifh, 
and by the Author of the Difcourfe on the Reve- 
ae: afcriv’d to St. John agaznft the Argument 
from Tradision 

The grand Queftion then, fays Mr. Twells, 
is whether St. ‘Fob the Apoftle was Author of 
the Revelations which goes under his name. 
And the Proof of the Affirmative Side in this 
Queftion, depends in good meafure on another 
Faé?, viz, ‘The Opinion of the next following 
the Publication of that Work concerning this 
Matter. If they unanimoufly afcribe it to the 
Writer aforefaid, he has undoubtediy the beft 
Title to it. 

Now 
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Now the only way, continues he, to know the 
Opinion of the Primitive ‘Times, is to confult 
the Writers of thofe Ages, and what they uni- 
verfally deliver in any cafe, ought to be efteem- 
ed fuch. 

The immediate Faé# therefore, in atteftation 
of which we at prefent require the Teftimonies 
of the Ancients, is not that obu the <Apoftle 
was the Author of the Revelations ; but that 
Age next to the firft Appearance of that Book 
in the World, with one confent afcribes it to 
him. But no other Qualifications are requifite 
in Witneffes to a Fact of this Kind, befides 
thofe of common Senfe and common Houefy. 
For ordinary Difcernment woud hinder the 
early Fathers from being deceived in the Qpi- 
nion of their own Times, concerning a Book 
univerfally known and fpoken of: And they 
muft have no remains of Probity, it they were 
capable of agreeing to deceive Pofterity, by 
tran{mitting to them a falfe Account of this 
Matter. If therefore the Enemies to the Ge- 
juinene/s and Authority ot the Revelations, wowd 
deprive it of the Teftimonies of the firft Fathers, 
they mutt lay fomething worfe to their charge, 
than ignorance and credulity ; they muit prove 
them to be downright Foo/s or Kunaves. All 
Infinuations fhort of this, will prove unfervice- 
able to their caufe, will leave the Witneffes to 
our Side of the Queftion, credible Relators of 
the Fa¢t, to which their Evidence is required. 

This being the State of the Argument trom 
Tradition, and the Qualities required in Wit- 
neffes to the Faé?; our Author now vindicates 
thofe Fathers who ftand for the Genuinenefs and 
infpired Character of the Revelations, from its 
Publication to the Year of Chri 210. when 
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it is prefumed to have been firft controverted by 
any Catholick Writer. 

He endeavours by confequence, to prove that 
Fujin Martyr is a competent Witnelfs to the 
Vogue of his own Times, for St. Zobu the 
Apoftie’s being Author of the Revelations. 

That Jrengus is a credible Evidence to the 
Tradition of his own Times, concerning the 
Author of the faid Revelations. 

He confiders and clears Melito’s 'Teftimony to 
the Revelations. 

Apolionius and Theophilus of Antioch, in his 
Opinion, are good Witneffes to the fame Book 
as a Canonical one. 

Clemens Alexandrinus’s Teftimony to the Re- 
velations by him are afferted. 

And Zertullian’s Evidence to the Opinion of 
his own Times, concerning St. ‘Zohn the Apo- 
ftle’s being Author of the Revelatious, vindi- 
cated. 

He vindicates likewife thofe Writers who 
atteft to the Revelations, between un. 210. 
and the middle of that Century. Then by 
our Author : 

Origen defended from the Mifreprefentations 
of the Dz/courfer, and his Evidence to the Ge- 
nuinenefs of the Rewelations, argued to be un- 

ueftionable. 

That Hypolitus is a valid Witnefs, and St. 
Fobn the Apoftle was reputed in his Time the 
Author of the Revelations. 

St. Cyprian’s Teftimony to the Canonical Au- 
thority of the Revelations, afferted againft the 
Cavils of the Di/courfer. 

Concerning the Counter-Evidence produced by 
the Di/courfer, from the firft appearance of the 
Revelations, down to the Middle of the third 
Century. 
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Century. Mr. Zwells having vindicated the 
Teftimonies of thofe many Fathers, who in the 
fecond and the former part of the third Century, 
either afcribethe Revelations to ‘fobn the Apoftle, 
or treat it as a canonical Book, and fhewn that 
what our Adverfary objects to them, no way 
hurts their Evidence; we muft next attend him 
in what he has to fay of fuch Catholick Writers, 
as in this Period oppofe either their Genuinenefs, 
or the Authority of the Revelations. 

The Argument againft the Revelations, from 
the filence of fome very early Writers about it, 
by our Author are confider’d. 

The namelefs Writers mentioned by Diony/fius 
Alexandrinus, as oppofing the Revelatzous betore 
his Time, argued tobe of no Authority in the 
prefent Difpute. 

Our Author next fhews, that it is probable 
Caius’s Teftimony relates to fome Forgery of 
Cerinthus’s, under the name of St. Fobu, and 
not to the prefent Book of Revelations. 

Dionyfius Alexandrinus’s Critick upon the 
Revelations of St. ‘fobn examined. 

Containing Remarks upon the Evidence for 
and againft the Revelations, down to the middle 
of the third Century, as itis fumm/’d up by the 
Difcour/er. 

The State of the Revelations confidered, from 
the middle of the third Century to the end of 
the fourth. 

The Characters and the Teftimonies of Me- 
thodius, Vittorinus Petavionenfis and Ladtantius 
to the Xevelations, defended againft the Cavils 
of the Dz/cour/er. 

Eufebius uncertain as to the Author, but 
clear for the divine Authority of the Keve- 
lations 3; 
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lations ; though the Di/courfer reprefents him 
pronouncing it ablolutely Spurious. 

Athanafius, not once only, but frequently 
cites the Revelations. His Catalogue of Scrip- 
ture Books, wherein it is found, defended a- 
gainft fome Exceptions: As alio that in the 
Synopfis Sacre Scripture, among the Works of 
Athanafins. 

Then our Author proves, that the Cata- 
logue of Scriptures, drawn up by the Council 
of Lacdicez, in whichthe Revelations is omitted, 
was not defign’d to be a compleat Lift of the 
canonical Books, but of fuch only as were 
proper to be read in the Church. 

Macavius’s Teftimony confider’d; Gregory 
Nyffen juftified; Bafil Didymus and St. Epbrem, 
when they cite the Revelations, fhew the Cur- 
rency of it in their Times, as a canonical 
Book. 

The Catalogues of the elder Cyri/, Nazianzen, 
and Ampbilochius confidered, as alfo the con- 
duct of Epiphanius with refpect to the Alogi, 
who rejected the Revelations. 

The Latin Writers of the fourth Century 
abufed by the Dé/courfer, becaufe favourable to 
the Revelations. Hilary juftified. Ambrofe and 
others falfely charged with barely quoting the 
Revelations. 

The third Council of Carthage and St. Auflin, 
likewife that of Laodicea did in our Author’s 
Opinion clafh about the Aevelations. St. Auftin 
in the mean while defended againft fome talfe 
imputations. 

In fine, St. Ferome vindicated, and in the 
fifth Chapter, our pious Author confiders the 
State of the Revelations in the fifth and tollow- 
ing Centuries. ) 
Upon 
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Upon the whole, and for Concluficn, Mr: 
Twells finds that in fpite of all the Falfhoods, 
Mifreprefentations and Concealments of the 
Critical Hiftortan above alledg’d, yet Tradition 
runs chiefly in favour of the Reve/atious. The Fas 
thers fays he, are valid Witnefles to the Genu- 
inenefs of that Book, and they fpeak to the 
purpofe. That if Antiquity be a Recommen- 
dation in fuch Cafes, we have the remoteft An- 
tiquity entirely on our Side. It Learning and 
Difintereftednefs be Qualifications, we have 
Clemens. Alexandrinus, Origen, and ‘ferome, one 
of the greateft Men in Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 
depofing for us, without Paffion and againft 
Prejudices. For the great ftrength of the Aiz/- 
Jenertan Doétrine, to whichthey were all averfe, 
lay, adds he, in the Revelations. 

If Piety and the firmeft Adherence to Truth, 
be circumftances that make Witneffes cnediihan. 
we haveMartyrs and Conteflors fteadily declaring 
for us. If Numbers ftrengthen a Teftimony ; 
we have in this refpeét alfo infinitely the Ad- 
vantage of our Adverfary. For the Eafferu 
Chrifttans have been generally with us; the 
Weftern always. Laftly, if pofitive Evidence 
be preferable to that which is Negative or 
Doubtful, the Odds is greatly on the Side of 
the Revelations. For whilft the generality 
depofe for it as Genuine, only one or two call 
it Apocryphal, and the reft are dubious in the 
Matter. 

But befides the apparent Drift of the Dz/- 
courfer before usy to invalidate the Teftimonies 
of the Antients, for the Genuinenefs and Au- 
thority of the Revelations ; the Author all along 
endeavours to perfuade the World, that no de- 
pendance is to be made upon the Fathers, as thé 
B Con- 
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Confervators of Primitive ‘Tradition, in any 
Point whatever. It is needlefs to fay how 
deftructive fuch an Opinion muft prove to the 
Canon of the New Zeftament in general, the 
certainty of which refts principally upon the 
joint fuffrages of Antiquity ; for which reafon 
our Author’s intentions are, fays he, to do ju- 
ftice to the Fathers, againft every Calumny 
of the Difcourfer, that affected their Reputa- 
tion as Witnefles to the Opinions and Pra¢tices 
of their refpective Times. ‘That in fo doing he 
found no great difficulty. The Charges our 
Author obferves, are fo falfe and wilfully ma- 
licious, that a true Reprefentation of the Cafe 
commonly fets all right. However the Pains 
that the Enemies of Religion are at, right or 
wrong to defame thefe venerable Men, fhew, | 
adds our Author, how perfuaded they are, that 
the Intereft of Chriftianity cannot be more fen- 
fibly affeéted, than by wounding the Credit of 
the Primitive Writers. And this fhould teach 
all the Friends of Revelation to treat the Fathers 
with decency, and to efpoufe no Hypothefes 
that cannot be maintained, without giving them 
up as ufelefs in Controverfies that concern Re- 
ligion. The Unbelievers rejoice, and greedily 
catch at every fuch Conceffion ; to improve the 
Hint, one may obferve they fpare no Frauds, 
and ftick at no Falfehoods. Our Author’s con- 
cludes therefore : Let the Gentlemen who have 
given this handle to Infidelity, fhew us how to 
defend the Scriptures, without appealing to 
Ecclefiaftical Antiquity ; or let them hence- 
forward forbear their Inveétives againft it. For 
in the Words of our Author, If the Fathers 
and Councils were at the Bottom of the Sea, 
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where fome are faid unwarily to have wifhed 
they were ; the Bible wou’d fcarce be able, 
humanly fpeaking, to keep its head above 
Water. | 





ARTICLE I. 


A DESCRIPTION of the PERITONZUM; 
and of that 4 of the Membrana 
Cellularis, which lies on its outfides 
with an Account of the true Situation 
of all the abdominal Vifcera, in refped 
of thefe two Membranes. By Dr. James 
Douglafs, Phyfician in extraordinary to 
her Majelty, Honorary Fellow of the 
Royal College of Phyficians, and Fellow 
of the Royal Society. London: Printed 


for J. Roberts, near the Oxford-Arms 
in Warwick-lane, 1730. 4% 


'H OSE who have read Dr. Douglas’s 

: Work, whereof we gave fome account 

in the Article XXXIJI. for the Month of 
November \aft; muft, if we are not miftaken, 
allows that of all the Writers, who have exer- 
cisd their Pen in giving us fome light into 
Liruotromy; none of them has been either fo 
fuccefsful or fo exaét as the Doctor, in the 
Hiftory upon that Subject. | 
Bz We 
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We may likewife venture to fay, that. no 
body ever fucceeded fo well as that worthy 
Gentleman, in his Defcription of the Peritoneum. 
And with juftice may it be faid, that a Man who 
thus proves a Happinefs to Society, does no 
{mall Honour to his own Country. 


This curious Work is dedicated to Dr. Mead, 
whom our Author puts in mind, that fome Years 
ago he had the Opportunity to difcourfe with 
him, concerning the Situation and Structure of 
the Peritoné@um: That beginning his Enquiries 
about this important Membrane, he, Cour Au- 
thor ) had the Etiology of feveral Difeafes 
principally in view; among which were Dropfies, 
Hernias, and fome other Accidents peculiar to 
Women. 

Concerning the true Method of treating, 
continues our Writer, the firft of thefe Di- 
{tempers, Dropfies: Dottor Mead has made 
many judicious and valuable Obfervations , 
founded on a nice Examination of the difeafed 
Parts after Death; whereby Phyfick muft un- 
doubtedly receive in itstime, as much benefit 
as Surgery has for many Years paft, from his 
inventing the Method of drawing off the whole 
quantity of Water at once into an A/cites ; by 
which Zapping, grown almoft in difufe, is now 
revived not only here in England, but alfo 
Abroad ; and the Operation of the Paracentefis, 
is often found to be attended with fuccefs, and 
feldom with ill Confequences. 

Our Author next declares to Dr. Mead, that 
it was upon the revival of the high Operation 
for the Stone, by his Brother Mr. ‘fobu Douglas 
the Surgeon; that he likewife undertook to con- 
fider the Peritongum, with relation to the dif- 
ferent 
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ferent Methods of Lithotomy ; for the fafe Per- 
formance of which, the knowledge of this 
Membrane is of the moft Importance, as the 
Bafis and Foundation on which they ftand. 
An exact anatomical Defcription of the Perito-~ 
neum, in-a natural State, being, adds he, ne- 
ceffary to be premifed. 

Be this how it will, certain it is, that this part 
of Anatomy is confiderable, and very well worth 
the Pains of our judicious Author, whofe Pre- 
parations the late learned Dr. Friend examin’d 
with Care and Satisfaction; as it appears in a 
Difcourfe written by him to Doétor Mead, 
in his Hifory of Phyfick. 

Now to give a fhort Account of the Work 
itfelf; the Author in the De/cription of the Pe- 
viton@um, begins by the Enumeration of the 
princtpal abdominal Parts; and by the by, 
hints, that he has made a confiderable number of 
Obfervations, concerning each of thefe Parts, 
taken from DiffeCiion itfelf. However, he 
only explains at this time, what he has remarked 
about the Peritoneum and veficular Subftance ; 
together with a few general Hints, concerning 
the Situation of the reft, and his Opinion, very 
neceflary for the Illuftration of thofe to which 
he principally treats of. And therefore, 

In the anatomical Adminiftration of the Pe- 
riton@um, our Author obferves, how an exact 
knowledge of the Peritcneum or invefting 
Membrane of the Abdomen, is highly ne- 
ceflary in the Practice both of Phyfick and 
Surgery. And now the greateft part o 
the Miftakes, adds he, which Authors have 
fallen into in defcribing it; feem to have pro- 
ceeded from wrong or imperfeét Methods of 
bringing it into view. That for that reafon he 
B3 con- 
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trived anew and exact anatomical Adminiftrati- 
on thereof, to which we refer our Readers. 

As tothe Figure of the Peritoneum, our Au- 
thor informs us, that it exactly anfwers to that 
of the Abdomen and upper wide part of the Pelvis, 
while in the Body ; and as it is a very pliable 
Membrane, it accommodates itfelf to all the 
changes of Figure in the containing Parts; but 
being in this Manner taken out of the Body 
and laid on a Plain, it appeared pretty much of 
the Figure of a large Pear flattened on two op- 
pofite Sides. The middle of its upper Edge wae 
depreffed, and as it were pull’d inwards by its 
Adhefions to the Liver. The lateral Edges 
from thence downward to where the fpermatick 
Veffels leave it, were pretty regular Oval, and 
from thence it contracted towards an Angle, to 
the lower Part of the Inteftinum reétum.- 'The 
Bladder and fometimes the narrow membranous 
Part of the Uretba and Levator Ani, being left 
{ticking as appendages, gave to our Author a 
very curious and inftructive View of the Situa- 
tion of all thefe Parts, with refpect to one 
another. 

Doctor Dougia/s next favours his Readers with 
a general Hijlory of the veficular Subftance, as 
follows: It is a Portion of that congeries of 
membranous Cells continued over the whole 
Body, and which by the lateft Obfervations 
that have been made about it, appear to commu- 
nicate with one another ; being the receptacles 
of Fat, and ferving asa bond of Union between 
the imaller, as well as the larger Parts of the 
Body, without.confining them fo clofely to one 
another, as to obftruct them in their refpedtive 
Offices, The Nature, Ufes, and Univerfality 
of this Subftance or Membrane, as it may be 
| termed, 
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termed, with the Limitations mention’d, have 
been but very lately underftood ; and the Miftakes 
of Anatomifts about it, feem to have been as 
univerfal, as the Membrane itfelf; till Malpighz 
did in part remove them, to whofe Difcoveries 
fucceeding Authors have made fome confiderable 
Additions. 

This our Author makes appear by the follow- 
ing Detail ; which to fuch of the Readers as 
are fomewhat verfed in this noble Science, will, 
we fuppofe, be not difagreeable. 

Malpighi having obferved, that in the Omen- 
tum, the Fat iscontained in membranous Sacculz 
or Cells, adds, that the fame Provifion is made 
for its Reception all over the Body ; that the 
Sacculi which containit, areof different Figures, 
all communicating with one another, and feem- 
ingly adhering to a ftronger Membrane as toa 
Bafis ; which being torn cff, they appear like a 
Honey-comb. In emaciated Bodies, inftead of 
Fat, we meet in many places, with no more 
than a Complication of Pel/icule, but he cou’d 
never difcover how far the Subdivifions went in 
thefe Cells, nor confequently the different Fi- 
gures and Capacities of each of them taken 
fingly. But he pofitively affirms, that this 
adipote Membrane is continued over the whole 
Body, even into the Subftance and Cavities of 
the Bones ; what is found of it in any one place 
being continuous with the whole. 

From this account it is plain fays our Author, 
that Malpight was acquainted not only with the 
true Stru€ture of this Membrane, but alfo with 
its continuity over the whole Body. Our Au- 
thor obferves however that Ma/pighz has not 
particularly mentioned fome Membranes as parts 
B4 
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of it, which had before his time been falfely 
reckoned diftinét. 

Our exact Doétor examines therefore what 
has further been faid on that Subject ; and alfo 
concerning fome other Portions of it, which 
Ma/pighi teems inhis Opinion, not to have been 
acquainted with, according even to the Senti- 
ments of the beft Anatomifts fince Malpighi. 
In particular our Author quotes Mr. Cowper. 
in the mean time he relates feveral material Ob- 
fervations upon this Subject, in the numerous 
and uletul Works of Dr. Ruy/ch. 

And here (page 13.) our ingenious Author, 
with regard to the Obfervations fets down 
from Authors, concerning the veficular Sub- 
{tance or cellular Membrane; will have us re- 
member, that thefe Obfervations have been 
jately elegantly {ummed up by the learned Pro- 
feffor Boerbaav e, who may, fays he, for this 
reaion juftly be faid to have known more about 
it than any other Writer before him. 

Mr. Winflow, as our Author moreover Re- 
marks, p. 16. has repeated feveral of thofe 
Obfervations which we have heard from Dr. 
Boerhaave : and has withal applied them more 
particularly to the cellular Membrane of the 
Pevitoneum, with which both Phyficians and 
Surgeons are here principally concerned. 

In fine, that fome further Light concerning 
what the faid Mr. inflow calls his own Obfer- 
vations, may be get from a Paflage of Mr. 
Gar anger. 

Before Doctor Dorglas concludes this Subs 
jet, he takes notice of the chief Miftakes that 
ial been corrected, by the Difcoveries made 

1 Malpighi and others, concern'ng the fore- 
Iie veficular Membrane, 
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In giving the anatomical Adminiftration of 
the Perttoneum, -he has in its place where we 
mention’d it, fufficiently afcertain’d the different 
Quantities of veficular Subftance, found on the 
anterior, lateral, and fuperior Parts of that 
Membrane. But the far greateft fhare of it is 
found on the pofterior and lower Sides; in a 
word, in the Defcriptionhe gives of theveficular 
Subfiance of the Periteneum and Situation of 
the Parts involved by it 

And there the Author explains in an ample 
Lift the Parts that follow: Chyliferous Duéts, 
Lymphatick Glands and Veffels, Blood Veffels, 
Urinary Parts, Parts of Generation, Nerves, and 
External Surface of the Peritonaeum. 

Hitherto, and purfuant to thefe Heads, our 
Author has defcribed fuch things belonging to 
the Peritoneum, as appear on viewing it entire 
on the Outfide, after taking it out of the Body. 
Then he comes to finifh his very curious Di/co- 
veries, by examining the eee? and inner Sur- 
face of the Peritoneun together with its 
Situation with refpeét to the principal Vifcera 
that lie withinit. And confequently he begins 
by obferving, (1.) The Internal Surface of 
the Peritoncenm. He examines (2.) The Sub- 
{tance of the Peritoneum. (3.) The Situation 
of the Parts that lie within it, vzz. Omentum, 
Stomach, Inteftines, Mefentery, Umbilical Veffels, 
Duplicature of the Peritoneum ; ; of which Dup- 
licature he gives us a fhort Hiftory: not forget- 
ting to add, that our Engli/b Writers afford us 
little new upon this Subjeét. The famous Mr. 
Chefelden is however mentioned as an excep- 
tion. 


But 
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“¢ From this fhort Abftraét, it is evident 
that notwithftanding ail the different Opini- 
ons concerning the Nature, Extent and Ufes 
of this Duplicature of the Peritoneum; yet 
in this they all agree, that at leaft fome parts 
of that Membrane confift of two Lamina, 
that thefe may be actually feparated from one 
another, and that fome of the Vz/cera_and 
Veflels of the Abdomen lie between them. 

“¢ The firft Author I have met with who ex- 
prefsly denies the Duplicity of the Peritoneum 
in all its parts, is that moft accurate Anatomift, 
Proteffor Ruy/ch, in the Wordsalready quoted 
from him. Soon after him, Déonis publifhed 
the fame Difcovery, tho’ in a much more 
imperfect manner ; but no Author before M. 
Wiuflow, has given us a full and fatisfactory 
Account of it. Profefflor Boerbaave, Garei- 
geot, and others, have embraced the fame 
Opinion. As for my own part, tho’ I have 
always obferved this veficular Subftance in 
the manner in which I have here defcribed 
it; and have traced its different Folds through 
all the parts that lie without the Perztoneum : 
yet I wiilingly acknowledge that I formerly 
believed it to be part of the true Peritonaum, 
which I therefore conceived to be every where 
a double Membrane, and in fome places to 
confift even of more Lamine than two: And 
asa Proof of this Duplicity, Iufed frequently 
to prepare the Bladder of Urine in particular, 
with the Peritoneum raifed from it on oné 
fide, and this WVeficular Subftance on the 
© other; 
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But it is perhaps time to finifh this Extrad# ; 
which we fhall do in the Words of our inge=- 
nious and learned Author. 
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° other; which, together formed a large Bag 


|“ in which the Bladder gently inflated, was 
_ €© Joofely contained. — I was likewife of opinion, 
| © that in what is called the Dropfy of the Pe- 
| & ¥7toneum, the Water is contained inits Du- 


*¢ plicature or between the two Lamine of its 
“¢ anterior fide ; but I am now fully convinced 
© of what Mr. Che/elden has very well obferved, 
*¢ that the Seat of this Difeafe is between the 
© Peritoneum and Tendons of the Mu/culus 
“© Tranfverfalis; to which I may here add, that 
*° the immediate Receptacle of the Water, can 
** be no other than the diftended Cells of the 
* Veficular Subftance lying between the Peri- 


© toneum and the laft named Mufcle and lower 


“¢ part of the Reé#i, where it is found in great 


** plenty. And [have often obferved, in open- 
$* ing the Bodies of fuch who have died of this 
“© Diftemper, that as the Quantity of Water 
“* increafes, the Peritoneum is, by degrees, 
** firit feparated from the Mufcles, and thruft 
“¢ inward onthe Inteftines themfelves with the 
Peritonaum fticking clofely to them, preffed 
or {queezed back on the Vertebre into. fo 
{mall a Compafs, that a Perfon unacquainted 
with this Species of Dropfy would, when 
the Water is all taken out, be apt to imagine 
®* that the Inteftines had been quite wafted. 
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AN Enquiry into the Origin of Honour, 
and the Ufefulnefs of CHRISTIANITY 
in War. By the Author of the Fable of 
the Bees. London: Printed for John 
Brotherton, at the Bible im Cornhil, 
1732. 


‘HE Author of the Fable of the Bees, 
prefents us with a curious and learned 
Work in the form of an Appendix, upon 
Honour, as it is eftablifh’d in Earope ; and of 
the ufe that may be made of Chriftianity in 
Military Politicks; both which Points are 
equally of great Weight, and may ferve for 
Inftruétion. This Work, like the Fable of the 
Bees, is written by way of Dialogue. 
We cannot fay that every thing in this Piece 
is new, the Author of a Book intitled: Les 
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penfées ‘fur les Cometes, or a Differtation upon | 
Comets, has very juftly fhewn us, in that in- | 


genious Performance, how much Men in their 
manner of living deviate from their Principles ; 
and how entirely the Profeffion of a Soldier 
feems inconfiftent with the Precepts of the 
Gofpel ; which is fo oppofite to Honour, as it 
is now eftablifh’d in the World, and to Ambi- 
tion, which very often is the Source of the 
greateft Wars. 
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What our Author afferts upon thefe Heads, 
p. 133, 211 and 234. andthe Character he has 
given of Cromwel, &c. is ingenioufly digefted ; 
though at the fame time we fhall. not. pretend 
to fay, that the Pi¢ture he has drawn of that 
Hero may not be found fault with. For the 
Hiftorians do not all agree on the Motives 
which induced this famous Ufurper, ( but the 
greateft Man England ever produced,) to aét in 
the manner he did. 

Our Author in his Preface, forwarns his 
Readers, in order to prevent them from draw- 
ing .any evil confequences from thofe Tenets, 
which he takes the liberty of enquiring into ; 
and where he feems to ftrike at the Principles 
generally receiv’d. 

He enters into a Grammatical Difcuffion 
upon the Words Honoar and Virtue; it being 
requifite to fhew the Neceffity there is of a 
purely. philofophical Language, in all Treatifes 
of metaphyfical Ideas; or which is the fame, of 
giving an exact Definition of every Expreffion, 
with intent to avoid all Equivocations and Dif- 
putes concerning Worde. 

We cannot fay but according to our Author’s 
Definition, it is a moft improper Expreffion to 
attribute Virtues to God; a Being who having 
no evil Propenfity to ftruggle with, can be in 
no need of any reftraint. 

And indeed the Ancients whenever they 
mention’d the Deity, expreffed themfelves 
in a more reafonable manner, by giving him 
the Title of moft good, moft excellent, and moft 
great; but not that of a virtuous, which is a very 
improper Expreflion, if we but confider it in 
its Origin, and in the {trict Signification of it. 
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The firft Notion relating to Honour, which, 
as our Author demonftrates, was unknown 
among the Greeks and Romans, has taken its 
Extraction from the Goths, who were a barba- 
rous and warlike People. 

All the Politenefs of the Ages which have 
fucceeded that Notion, has not even been able 
to root it out; and in the fpight of the moft 
fevere Laws which have been made againft 
it, there are Nations to this Day who cultivate 
the Arts and Sciences, and yet worfhip it as an 
Idol. 

The Author fhews us the ufe we ought to 
make of an Impreffion of this kind, p. 39. © 
feq. in this Book. As alfo the Impreffions of 
Religion, and thofe of Self-denial, Self-love, 
or Self-liking, as he ftiles it; which is a delight 
we take in fome particular Ideas, and in a par- 
ticular Behaviour, which creates a love for our 
felves, and raifes us above thofe whodc not fol- 
Jow the fame Principles. And this is what na- 
turally excites Honour in the Fair Sex. 

This Article begins at p. 53. and contains 
many things which we remember to have read 
in Zhe Thoughts upon the Comet; but many 
other Thoughts of the Author of this laft En- 
quiry, which are worthy his Genius and Pene- 
tration. 

The Teftimony our Author gives, concern- 
ing the Reformers of the fixteenth Century, is 
entirely honourable, aS coming from a Philo- 
fopher ; he plainly fhews, that had thofe great 
Men aimed at nothing more than temporal In- 
tereft, and a great Thirft for Dominion, they 
wou’d have ected upon other Principles : They 
direétly ftruck at the fame Paffions of Mankind, 
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either confidering the Oppofition they might 
meet with trom worldly People, or the con- 
fequences of future Ages ; wherein it might be 
prefum’d, that this Doétrine would have loft 
ground with the Gofpel, from which it had 
taken its extraction. 

We likewife find in the Work before us, a 
Defcription of Popery, which though very con- 
cife, gives us a perfect View of thofe political 
Maxims, and that fpirit of ruling others, from 
which it has derived its Foundation. ‘The Au- 
thor fhews us from the Oppofition of the Spirit 
of that Religion, (which is a Mixture of world- 
linefs and aufterity,), tothat of the Proteftaut ; 
That the latter muft in courfe lofe Credit 
by the Ufurpations of its Rival,. who is ever 
lying in wait to promote its Grandeur, and 
afpires at nothing but its temporal , Views. 

This is one of the moft unfearchable Myfte-~ 
ries of Providence. And here we may call to 
Mind a Paflage of the Roman Orator ; who ob- 
ferves that the Commonwealth was more power- 
fully attacked than defended. Majoribus Pre- 
fidiis ac Copits oppugnatur Re/publica quam defen- 
ditur. Pro Sextio. 

In the fame manner Religion (the true 
Religion ) cannot well maintain itfelf, againft 
the Spirit of Intereft and Ambition, which 
befieges it on all fides. 

Enthufiafm, from which it may by Chance 
receive fomef{mall benefit, is often as prejudicial 
to it as Libertinifm ; which isfor the moft part 
united with the hiftorical Faith of Religion. 

Accordingly our Author fhews, that an 
Enthufiaft is better qualified for a Soldier, than 
a true Chriftian. And again, page 238. he fays, 
that though a Man be corrupt in himfelf, 
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he does not like corrupt Morals fhould be preach- 
edtohim. See what the Author of Thoughts 
upon the Comets, thinks upon this head, in his 
Critical Dictionary, concerning Socinus, Note 
(1.) 

For it is the Intereft of all private Men, to 
hear Morals preachedto them, which intimidate 
their Confciences, which are more expos’d to 
receive Evil than to act it. 'Thefe are Maxims 
from which our Author does not deviate. 

Were we to make a compleat Abftraét of 
this Work, we fhou’d be under the Neceffity 
of tranfcribing the whole Book ; therefore fhall 
conclude with. afferting, that it truly deferves 
to be thoroughly perus’d and meditated on. 
But we muft not omit to add, that as all the 
Principles which the Author has fo freely ad- 
vaneed, may not fuit the. Taft of all Readers 
in general, they will and muft undoubtedly be 
looked upon as dangerous to Society. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


HIsToIrE de Charles XII. Roi de Suede 
Par Mr. de V*** A Bafle chez Chri- 
ftophe Revis, 1731. en deux Tomes in 


8vo. dont le premier contierit pages 
180. & le fecond, 176. 


That is; 


Tue History of Charles XII. King of 
Sweden, dy Mr.de V***. Printed at 
Bafil, for Chriftophe Révis, 173%. in 
two Parts 8vo. whereof the firf? contains 
180. and the fecond 176 pages. 


E fhall begin our Abftraét, from that 
very part of this Book, which ought to 
lave been placed at the Head “of it, 7. e. front 
the Author’s Difcourfe upon the Hiftory of 
Charles XII. which Difcourfe we find atthe end 
of the Book, by way of a Preface and Adver= 
tifement to the fame. | 
Our Author obferves a great Exactnefs 
throughout this whole Difcourfe, in tracings 
examining, diftinguifhing, approving and dif 
approving the Conduct of Princes im general. 
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He in the firft place tells us, that there are 
not many Sovereigns, whofe Lives and ACtions 
wou'd admit of a particular Hiftory ; that the — 
{mall number of Princes, whofe Memory is 
tran{mitted to Pofterity, wou’d yet be much 
leffer, were we only to commemorate good and 
worthy Princes. 


2. The Sovereign who has had the greateft 
Right to an immortal Memory, according to 
our Author; is he, who has been a Benefactor 
to Mankind; on which Occafion, he produces 
divers Examples. 


_ 3. He compares the wicked Princes to inun- 
dations, incendiaries, and plagues, whereof we 
retain but a mornful Remembrance. 


4. He places Conquerors in a Medium, be- 
tween Tyrants and good Princes; but draws 
their Parallel more like unto the former. 


gs. That as to fuch Princes, as have not been 
famous in Peace or War, and have not been 
known, neither by their notorious Vices, nor 
their eminent Virtues; as their Lives afford no 
Examples, either to be imitated or avoided, they 
are not worthy of being taken notice of. 


6. That among Princes, there are equally a 
vulgar Kind, as amongft other Men; and 
neverthelefs, the Publick is overwhelm’d with 
innumerous Volumes, under the Titles of 
Memoirs, Accounts of their Lives, and Secret 
Hiftories of their Courts. And this Infatuation 


of tranfmitting to Pofterity numberlefs trifling 
Stories, 
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Stories,and amufing future Ages with too ordinary 
Events; proceeds, fays our Author, from a 
Weaknefs, very common with thofe who have 
lived in Courts, and have had the Misfortune 
of being concerned in publick Affairs. 


The Reflections which our Author continues 
here to make, on the grofs Ilufion, Men of 
this kind are apt to form to themfelves; are 
grounded upon daily Experience, and they well 
deferve to be related. 

They look upon the Court they have lived in, 
fayshe, as the moft Magnificent that ever was. 
The Sovereign whom they have feen, as the 
greateft Monarch, and the Affairs they have 
been concern’d in, as the moft Important that 
ever were negotiated in the World; they have 
a Notion that Pofterity will behold all thefe 
things with the fame Eye. 

But fuppofe a Prince undertakes a War; that 
his Court is embroil’d with Intriegues ; that he 
purchafes the Friendfhip of one of his Neigh- 
bours, or fells his own to another. In fhort, 
that he makes Peace with his Enemies, after 
having been oftentimes victorious and as often 
defeated: The Minds of his Subjects are fo 
ftrongly enlivened by the prefent Ideas of his 
Events, that they imagine themfelves to be born 
in the moft critical Period of ‘Time that ever 
was, fincethe World began. What is the Con- 
fequence? ‘This Prince happens to die, thofe who 
fucceed him purfue quite different Meafures ; his 
Memory is extinguifh’d; the Intriegues of his 
Court, nay his favourite Miftreffes, his Minifters, 
his Generals, his Wars, even himfelf are all 
entirely forgotten. 
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From the time fince Chriftian Princes have 
endeavoured to deceive each other, and have 
been at War together, and made Alliances ; 
thoufands of Treaties, have been fign’d, and as 
many Battles fought, and their glorious or in- 
famous Actions are innumerable. When this 
multiplicity of Particulars and Events occur to 
the view of Pofterity, they are almoft totally 
deftroyed by each other. Thofe only are pre- 
ferv'd in the Minds of People, which have 
produced extraordinary Revolutions, €%c. 

An Event of the latter Kind, is what invited 
our Author to give us the Hiftory of Charles 
XII. King of Sweden. ‘This Prince and his 
Competitor, Peter Alexowits, a much greater 
Hero than himfelf, were, faith he, two moft 
fingular Men that have appear’d in the World 
for above twenty Centuries. 

Another reafon our Author alledges, for 
having undertaking this Work, is, that he was 
of Opinion, the reading of this Hiftory might 
be of ufe to fome Princes. 

We fhall very fpeedily be favour’d with a new 
Edition of the fame, printed in that City, and 
agreeableto the Tafteof that Gentleman, whofe 
Works are not generally confined to one fingle 
Edition. But however there are many who 
queftion, whether he has chofen a proper Seafon 
to write the Hiftory of Charles XII. by reafon 
that fome particular Perfons are now living, 
who were of his Time. : 

In the next place, we fhall obferve, that the 
Printer has been guilty of many Errorsthrough- 
out this Hiftory. That Mr. Voltaire, who has 
a talent of Writing wonderfully well, might 
have wrote much better, had he been fome- 
what more careful. Befides, there are feveral 
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particular Ideas, inferted here and there in_ his 
Work, which poffibly might have efcaped his 
attention, as for Inftance : A Plan, and not a 
Geographical Map, p. 12. At p. 25. Mir. Voliaire 
is miftaken likewife, when he takes Mr. /e Fort, 
for the Son of a French Refugee ; that Gentleman 
being the Son of a Genevois, of an ancient Fa- 
mily of thatname. See the Article relating to 
him in Bayle’s Dictionary, printed at Geneva, 
in the Year 1415. But what is almoft inexcu- 
fable, in a Man of Mr. Voltaire’s ability in 
Literature and Correétnefs, may be feen, p. 13. 
For furely Alexander the Great, was not ftyled a 
Madman in an Epiftle, but in a Satire ; whereas 
Boileau indeed, in one of his Epiftles, compares 

Lewis XIV. to Alexander the Great, &c. 
However, thefe Obfervations will no wife hin- 
der us, from affuring our Readers, that if ever 
they were pleafed with a Hiftory, this undoubt- 
edly will hit their Tafte ; and that thofe who 
have already taken in hand the Engli/b 'Tran- 
flation, will be no lofers by it. Our reafon 
for it is this: Let us fuppofe that there 
may now and then appear fome partiality 
in it; yet we muft allow, taking the whole 
Hiftory together, that it bears a kind of proba- 
bility of Truth, and feems very natural. The 
Style, fetting afide thofe Exceptions, we have 
already infinuated, is free and truly French; the 
Exceptions beautiful, nay very often amazing. 
The Images and Defcriptions, though poetical, 
are very natural ; the Incidents are well con- 
triv’d, and at every one of them the Author 
takes care beforehand to prepare his Readers. 
In fhort, we find, therein interfperfed a vaft 
number of fine moral Refleétions ; all which 
C 3 jointly 
















Ar The Prefent State of Art. 4. 


jointly with what appears fo extraordinary, in 
the Character of Charles XII. is agreeably fur- 
prifing, entertaining and inftructive. 


We fhall now proceed to relate what is re- 
markab!e in our Author’s Hiftory- 

Sweden and Finland, together form a King- 
dom, about one third larger than France; it 
contains in Breadth 200 French Leagues, and 
300 in Length, and extends -itfelf South and 
North, from the 55th to the yoth Degree. It 
was chiefly from Sweden, whereof feveral Pro- 
vinces to this day retain the Name of Gotha or 
Gothland; that Europe was over-run by that in- 
numerable multitude of Goths, who at laft made 
themfelves Mafters of it, and invaded the Roman 
Empire, after an Ufurpation and Tyranny of 
Soo Years. | 

Sweden had preferved its Liberty, till about 
the Middle of the 14th Century, when it was 
invaded by Margaret of Valdemar, Queen of 
Denmark and Norway, the Semiramis of the 
North ; who having made a Conqueft of it, laid 
thofe three Kingdoms into one. 

After her Death, towards the Year 1 20. 
Chriftiern II. King of Denmark, and the Arch- 
bifbop of Up/al, Primate of the Kingdom, both 
Tyrants, involved Sweden in a moft bloody Civil 
War; they jointly agreed on a Day appointed to 
feize the Confuls and Magiftrates of Stockholm, 
with 94 Senators, whom they caus’d fo bar- 
baroufly to be put to Death by Executioners, 
under pretence, that they were excommunicated 
by the Pope, for having maintained the Rights 
of the State, in Oppofition to the Archbifhop. 
After which they gave up Stockholm, to be 
plunder’d, and all the Inhabitants put to the 
Sword, 
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Sword, without diftin€tion either of Age or 
Sex. 

Gufave Vaza, who was a Youth defcended 
from the ancient Kings of Sweden, and deliver’d 
up an Hoftage to Chriftiern, who confined him 
Prifoner, contrary to the Rights of Nations, 
having efcaped out of Confinement, difguifed 
himfelf in a Peafants Habit, and retir’dto the 
Woods and Mountains of Decarliaz, when he 
had undergone great Hardfhips ; but at laft he 
made himfelf knownto the Peafants, whom in 
a fhort time trained up to be brave Soldiers, and 
having raifed up in Arms, defeated the two 
Tyrants, and forcing them to abandon Sweden, 
was chofen King in their room by the States of 
the Country. 

This Prince was fcarcely eftablifhed on the 
Throne, when he expelled the other Tyrants 
of the Kingdom ; that isto fay, the Bifhops, who 
were pofleffed of almoft all the Riches of Sweden, 
which they made ufe of, to opprefs the Subjeéts. 
And moreover by his Management, the Swedes 
all turn’d Lutherans, within the {pace of two 
Years. 

Having thus conquer’d the Kingdom, and got 
the better of the Danes and the Clergy; he 
reign’d happily to the Ageof 70. leaving behind 
him his Family and Religion fettled on the 
Throne. 

Gufiavus Adolphus, was one of his Succeffors ; 
he conguer'd Ingria, Livonia, Bremen and 
Verden, Vifmar and Pomerania, befides above a 
Hundred ftrong Towns in Germany, which were 
reftituted by the Swedes after his Death. During 
his Reign, the Throne of Ferdinand Il. was 
often in danger of being fubverted. He pro- 
C4 tected 
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teted the Lutherans in Germany, and by his 
Vidtories weaken’d very much the Power of 
the Houfe of Auffria, which Honour was afcrib’d 
to the Cardinal of Richiieuw. He was going to 
Jead his Forces beyond the Danube, and perhaps 
might have dethroned the Emperor, had henot 
loft his Life at the Battel of Lutzen, in the 37th 
Year of his Age ; and thus he departed to his 
Grave, with the Title of Great, being lamented 
by his Northern Subjects, and held in high 
efteem amongft his Enemies. 

His Daughter Chriftzaua, who was born with 
an extraordinary Genius, chofe rather to converfe 
with Men of Learning, than reign over a 
Nation, whofe Knowledge was barely confin’d 
to Military Affairs ; and therefore having re- 
nounced the Crown, in the 27th Year of her 
Age, fhe retir’d to Rome, where fhe fpent the 
remainder of her Days, employ’d in the Study 
of Arts and Sciences. 

Her Coufin Guffavus, the Xth of that Name, 
Son to Count Palatiu, and Duke of Deux- 
Ponts, fucceeded Chriftiana, according to her 
own defire. This King made an addition to 
the Conquefts of Gu/tavus Adolphus ; he gained 
the famous Battel of Varfovia, which continued 
during the fpace of three Days; he carried on 
the War with Succefs for many Years againft the 
Danes, and laid Siege to their capital City ; 
then reunited Scania to the Kingdom of Sweden, 
and fecured fora Fine, the Poffeffion of Sve/wick 
to the Duke of Holfein. He died in his 37th 
Year, and by his Death was fruftrated in the 
defign he had formed of eftablifhing an Arbitrary 
Power in Sweden. 
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Charlies XI. who like his Anceftors, was a 
warlike Prince, became more abfolute. Hewas 
frugal, vigilant, and laborious, and wou’d have 
been fuch as his Subjects cou’d have defired, had 
not his arbitrary Power turned their Love into 
Fear. In the Year 1680, he was Married to 
Ulrick Eleanora, Daughter to Frederick U1. King 
of Denmark. 

And in the Year 1682. on the 24th of ‘une, 
of this Princefs was born Charles XII. whofe 
Hiftory Mr. Voltaire has now prefented the 
Publick with. 

This extraordinary Prince, at the Age of 
feven Years, cou’d mafter a Horfe, wherein he 
outdid Alexander the Great. The firft Book 
that was propofed to him for his Inftruétion, 
and which accordingly he perufed, was the 
Works of Samuel Puffendorf, in order that he 
might betimes acquire the Knowledge of his 
own Dominions, and thofe of his Neighbours. 
Even in thofe Years, the Obftinacy of this 
young Prince was invincible, though at the 
fame time, if he was applied to, in any thing 
where Honour was concerned, he readily ac- 
quiefced. 

He bore a ftrange Averfion to the Latin 
Tongue ; the reafon for it, was undoubtedly 
that there are many People who have but a 
fuperficial Knowledge of the ancient Roman 
Language, and yet are extravagantly pedantick ; 
however, as foon as he was informed that the 
Kings of Poland and Denmark underftood it, 
he became Mafter of it in a fhort time. 

His averfenefs likewife to the French Tongue 
was fo great, that though he underftood it, he 
never woud fpeak it, not eyen with thofe 
Ambaffadors 
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Ambaffadors who were Mafters of no other 
Language. 

As foon as he had acquired fome Knowledge 

of the Latin Tongue, he was fet upon a Ver- 
fion of Quintus Curtius, on which. occafion, 
being asked, what he thought of the Aétions 
of Alexander the Great? I with, reply’d the 
young Prince. that I were to be compar’d to 
him ; but, faid they, Alexander lived but 32 
Years; Ah! reply’d again the Prince, that’s 
living enough, after having conquer’d fo many 
Kingdoms. 
__ As this young Prince was one Day diverting 
himfelf, in the King his Fathers Apartment, in 
viewing the Plan of a Town in Hungary, which 
had been taken from the Zurks ; he obferved at 
the Bottom of it the following Motto, taken 
from a Paflage of the Book of ‘fob. The Lord 
gave and the Lord bas taken away, and imme- 
diately he took a Pencil and wrote the tollow- 
ing Words at the Bottom of another Plan, 
which wasthat of Riga, a Town conquered by 
the Swedes and belonging to them at that very 
time : Zhe Lord bas given it tome, and the Devil 
Shall not take it from me. 'Thus, in the flighteft 
Actions of his Life, this Prince verify’d what 
the Poet faith: Urit mature, gue vult urtica 
manere. 

Charles XII. was about eleven Years old 
when he loft his Mother ; this Princefs died in 
the Year1693, whofe eminent Vertues, deferve 
a place in our Abftraét. 

The King her Confort had taken from a great 
number of his Subjeéts all their Poffeffions, 
and a vaft crowd of Nobles, Merchants, Far- 
mers, Widows and Orphans filled the Streets of 
Stockholm, and were daily feen at the Palace 
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Gates, making their Lamentations, which the 
King took but very little notice of. ‘The Queen 
in the mean while, afliftedthefe unhappy People 
with all that fhe was Miftrefs of, giving them 
her Money, Jewels, and other Goods, nay 
even her wearing Cloaths; and when fhe had 
nothing more left to beftow on them, fhe went 
in Tears, and flung herfelf at the King’s Feet, 
intreating him to fhew fome Compaffion to his 
diftreffed Subjects ; but the King’s anfwer was : 
Madam, I took you to bear Children, and not to 
give us your advice. 

There is a Law eftablifhed among the Swedes, 
whereby their Kings are acknowledged to be at 
Age at Fifteen ; but Charles XI. who was Arbi- 
trary inallthings, decreed by his laft Will, that 
his Son fhou’d not be at Age till Eighteen, in 
order to indulge the ambitious Defigns of his 
own Mother, Edwige Eleonora of Holfeii, 
Widow to Charles X. This Princefs was 
declared by her Son, Guardian to the young 
King her Grandfon, and Regent of the King- 
dom, jointly with a Council of five Perfons. 

This young Prince, Charles XII. in the fame 
Yearhis Father died, reviewed feveral Regimens 
of his Army. As the young King feem’d ex- 
ceeding thoughtful, General Pzper, Secretary 
of State, faid to him, Sr, may I take the 
‘Liberty to ask your Majefty, What employs 
your Thoughts fo deeply? I think, replied the 
King, that I am able to command thefe brave 
Soldiers, and I wifh that neither they nor I, 
were bound to receive the Orders of a Woman ; 
General Piper immediately took hold of that 
Opportunity to make his Fortune, and having 
concerted with Count Axel Sparre, a Man of 
Spirit, and defirous to appear great; they jointly 
| | perfuaded 
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perfuaded the Counfellors of the Regency to 
refign the Government of the Kingdom within 
three Days to Charles XII. 

The firft Years of the Kings Adminiftration 
gave no favourable Ideas of him. The foreign 
Ambaffadors, who were then at his Court, con- 
ceived even but an indifferent Opinion of his 
Genius ; and the Swedes in general were of the 
fame Mind: His Character was unknown to 
them, and he himfelf was as great a Stranger 
to it, when the Storms which of a fudden were 
rifing againft him in the North, gave him-an 
opportunity of laying open his hidden Talents : 

Three Potent Princes, who thought to take 
Advantage of his Infancy, confpired his Ruin 
almoft at the fame time. The firft was Frederick 
IV. King of Denmark, his Coufin. 'The fecond 
Augufius Elector of Saxony and King of Poland; 
and Peter the Great, Czar of Mufcovy was the 
third. 

Our Author, in order to give us a methodical 
Account of the Caufe of thofe Wars which were 
enter’d upon by thefe Princes, begins with the 
King of Denmark. 

The ancient Houfe of Holfein, faith he, 
which has taken its foundation from that of 
Oldembourg, was raifed to the Throne of Den- 
mark by Election, inthe Year 1449. Chriftiern 
the III. King of that Nation, out of a tender 
Affe€tion to his Brother Adolphus, refign’d to 
him the Dutchies of Holffein Gottorp, and 
Slefwick, with this referve, that the Succeffors 
of Adolphus fhould for the future govern Holftein, 
jointly with the Kings of Denmark ; that thofe 
two Dutchies fhould belong to them in com- 
mon, and that the King of Denmark fhould 
create no Innovation in Holfei#w, without the 
Approbation 
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Approbation of the Duke, nor the Duke with- 
out the Confent of the King ; which Union 
has ever fince been the caufe of continual Diffe- 
rences between the Houfes of Denmark, and 
Holftein Gottorp. 

Charles XII. had two Sifters, the eldeft of 
which was Married to the young Duke of 
Holftein, who being oppreffed by the King of 
Denmark, retiredto Stockholm with his Dutchefs, 
under the Protection of the King her Brother. 
Whilft the Duke continued with this Prince, 
the Danes invaded the Territories of Holfieu, 
and their King at the fame time was making a 
fecret Alliance with Auguftus King of Polaud, 
in order to crufh the King of Sweden himfelf. 
The King of Poland’s Defign, was to make 
himfelf Mafter of Livonia, which is the fineft 
and moft fruitful Province in the North; and 
he was encouraged to this Enterprize, by cone 
Patkul a Livonian, who was retired into Poland 
to fhelter himfelf from the Severities of Charles 
XI. and had given King Augu/ius to underftand, 
that he would meet with very little Oppofition 
in the Conqueft of Livonia. 

Atthe fame time, the Defigns againft Sweden 
were form’d in Mu/covy, by Peter Alexowits 
Czar of Rufia, who was the third Enemy 
Charles the XII. had to encounter. With 
refpect to that great Monarch, Mr. Voltaire has 
been very exact, in giving us, by way of Di- 
greflion, an account of many particulars, 
relating to the Empire of Mu/covy; as the 
Manners of the Inhabitants and their Religion, 
with the Education, Life and Actions of their 
Monarch ; whence our Author proceeds, to 
inform us of the Reafons which induced the 


Czar to become an Enemy to Charles XII. 
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The Territories of Jngria, faith our Author, 
which are fituate on the North of Liwonta, did 
in former times, belong to the Czars; but 
after Guftavus Adolphus had conquered the two 
Provinces, the Swedes were peaceable Poffeffors 
of them. The Czar Alexowits was now very 
{ollicitous to retrieve the Rights granted to his 
Anceftors, and befides he wanted a Sea Port 
towards the Eaj/? of the Baltick Ocean, inorder 
to carry on his vaft Defigns ; and for this reafon 
he made an Alliance with the King of Poland, 
by which means he propofed to diveft the 
Swedes of the Countries which they poffeffed, 
between the Gulph of Féuland, the Baltick 
Seas, Poland and Mu/fcovy. 

Thefe were the Enemies who were preparing 
all at once to attack the Infancy of Charles XII. 

The Rumours of thefe Preparations, which 
were whifper’d about, gave a ftrange Alarm 
to his Council, when of a fudden, he rofe up 
like a valiant Prince, and faid to them witha 
grave Countenance, ** Gentlemen, I amrefolv'd 
“* never to undertake an unjuft War ; neither 
€¢ will I put an end to a juft one, but with the 
“ Deftruction of my Enemies. My Refolution 
“¢ is fixed, I will attack the firft that fhall declare 
“¢ himfelf, and when I have defeated him, I 
** hope to ftrike fome Terror intothe others.” 
Which Words caufed an extraordinary Amaze- 
ment in thofe old Councellor:; 

And their furprize was yet greater, when they 
faw him at once renounce to all manner of 
Magnificence, and decline even the moft in- 
nocent Amufements of Youth. He reduced his 
Table to the greateft Frugality, and refolved to 
drink nothing but Water,as he did for the remain- 
der of his Days. A fine Example, could webut 

imitate 
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imitate him, by removing whatever is an Ob- 
ftacle to the Performance of our principal Duty. 
The firft ftep he took, was to fend eight 


| Thoufand Men into Pomerania, a Province in 
_ the Neighbourhood of Holfein, in order to 


fortify the Duke againft the Holftilities of the 
Danes, who had caufed great devaftationsin his 
Territories. At the fame time the Troops of 
Hanover and Zell, with three Regiments of 
Hollanders, and two Squadrons of men of War, 
the one Engii/b and the other Dutch, joined the 
young King of Sweden; whilft on the other 
Hand, the King of Poland’s Saxon Forces, 
with thofe of Brandenburg, Wolfembuttle, and 
Heffe-Caftle, were marching in order to join the 
Danes. 

Thus on the 8thof May, 1700. N. S. Charles 
XII. fired with the glorious Adtions of Alexan- 
der and Cefar, fet out on his firft Campaign, 
having before hand appointed at Stockholm, a 
defenfive Council, which was compofed of feveral 
Senators, whofe Province it was to have an in- 
{pection over the Fleet, the. Land Forces, and 
the fortified Places. All other-matters of Mo- 
ment within the Kingdom, were left provifionally 
to the Regulation of the whole Senate. This 
young King. was followed to Carlefcroon, by a 
multitude of People, who with Tears and Ad- 
miration, were offering up their Prayers for 


. his fuccefs. His Fleet confifted of forty three 


Men of War. Count Piper, General Rensfield, 
and the Count de Gui/card, Ambaffador from 
France at the Court of Sweden, attended the 
King on this Expedition. 

The Danifo Fleet declin’d an Engagement, 
and fuffered the Ships of Charles and his Allies 
to come fo near Copenhagen, as to throw , a 
ew 
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few Bombs. Whereupon the King, ina fudden 
tranfport of Joy, taking Count Piper, and 
General Renfchild by the hand, faid to them, 
Now if wecould but improve the prefent Op- 
portunity, and fend our Troops on Shore, in 
order to befiege Copenhagen by Land, whilft it 
is blocked up by Sea? To which General 
Renfchild reply’d, Sir, the great Guftavus, after 
fifteen Years experience, could not have propofed 
any thing better. And immediately orders were 
given to Embark s000 Men, whilft the King 
left his great Ship of 120 Guns, and weént on 
board a {mall Frigate. ‘There were 300 Grena- 
diers fent in long Boats, which were attended 
with a great number of flat Boats loaded with 
Bavins, Cheveaux de Frize, Pick-Axes, and 
other Inftruments belonging to the Pioneers. 
Then came up the Kings Ships, with two 
Englifo and two Dutch Frigats, who with their 
Guns were appointed to favour the Landing of 
thefe Troops. 

Chavles’s Fleet drew up in a Line, before a 
Place called Humblebeck within feven Miles of 
of Copenhagen, where the Militia were pofted 
behind {trong retrenchments with what Artillery 
they could conveniently bring thither, which 
was placed in order to receive the Swedes. The 
King hearing the Whiftling of the Musket 
Ball that paffed by his Ears, asked Major-gene- 
ral Stuard who wasnear him, What Noife that 
was ? Itis the Whiftling of the Balls which the 
Enemy fire upon your Majefty, reply’d the 
General ; ’tis well, faid the King, from this 
time foreward that fhall be my Mufick. 

The King foon after, having made himfelf 
Mafter of the Dani/b Retrenchments, fell on 
his 
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his Knees and returned thanks to God, for th 
firlt fuccefs of his Arms. 

All this was done in fight of the Dani/b 
Fleet, who did not dare to approach that of 
the Swedes. Andthe Inhabitants vf Copenhagen, 
being now terrified, fent immediately a Deputa- 
tion to King Chari Jes, to bee that he would 
treat with them, Thefe Deputies the Kine 
received on Horfeback at the Head of his Re- 
giment of Guards; and at approaching the 
King, they fell on their Knees. Whereupon 
he told them that their Town fhould imme- 
diately pay him four hundred thoufand Rix- 
dellais, and fend at the fame time to his Camp 
all manner of Provifions, which he promifed 
to pay for; and.accordingly he kept his Word 
with pun@uali ty, to the preat Amazement of the 
Danes, who could not expect fo much Genero- 
fity from a Gongueror. 

The young King cauted fuch very fevere 
Laws “ be obferved, in the military Difcipline 
of his Swedifb Troops; that a Soldier could not 
go a moroding, no, nor even ftir out of the 
Camp. And morcever, he made a folemn 
Order, which was as RriGly kept | by his Soldiers, 
which was, that they fhould not ftrip the Dead 
after a Vidtory, uniefs he gave them leave. 

Prayers were faid twice a Day in his Camp. 
at which he himfelf conftinctly atrended. The 
King of Denmark, who was then in Ho/#ezn,; 


hy 


caufed a Proclamation to be publifhed, though 


>3 


with little iuccefs ; whereby he declared, that 
whofoever would take up Arms ayain{t thé 
Swedes fhould have their Freedom. Charles at 


the fame time fent a Meflaze to that Pri ince, to 
acquaint him, that be was at War with him, 
for no other reafon but to oblige bim to make 
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Peace ; and that he might either refolve to do 
juttice to the Duke of Holfein, or fee his capital 
City deftroyed, and his whole Kingdom put to 
Fire and Sword. 

Hereupon there was a Congrefs affembled at 
Travendal; and ag the King of Sweden would 
not leave this Negotiation to the artful Manage- 
ment of Minifters, who generally caufe great 
delays in Affairs of this kind ; he foon concluded 
a Treaty in favour of the Duke of Holfein, 
who was delivered from the Oppreffion he lay 
under, and indemnified from ail the Expence he 
had been at, during the War. 

Thus Charles XII. out of a point of Honour, 
undertook to relieve the Duke, by entering 
upon a War inthe 18th Year of his Age, which 
was concluded within the Space of ten Weeks. 


We fhall now proceed to give fome account 
of his Actions, when at War with his other 
Enemies. 

At this Juncture of Time, the King of Po- 
Jand, at the Head of his Forces had laid Siege 
before Riga, the capital City of Livonia; and 
Count Alberg, a Swedifb General, who at 86 
Years old had all the Fire of Youth, together 
with the Experience of 60 Campaigns; made fo 
vigorous a Defence, that the King of Poland 
defparing of fuccefs in that Enterprize, took 
hold of a favourable Opportunity to raife the | 
Siege. | 
_ And now Charles XII. had nothing more to 
do, than to March with his Troops againft his 
Competitor for Glory, Peter Alexowits. He 
was fo much the more incenfed egainft him, by 
reafon that at this very time, there were three 
Ambaffadors from Mau/covy at Stockholm, who 
were 
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were come to give the King of Sweden freth 
Affurances of an invidlable Peace. The Em- 
peror of Mu/covy publithed a Manitefto, where- 
by he gave it out, that the caufe of this War, 
was ; that they had not thew’d him ali the Ho- 
nour that was due to him, when he. pafied 
incognito through the City of Rzga3 and that 
they had exacted in the Price of fuch Provi- 
fions as were fold to his Ambaffadors. Thefe 
were the Grievances which induced him at firft 
to ravage the Territories of Jugria, with a 
Hundred thoufand Men; and at the Head of 
this formidable Army he appeared betcre Narva, 
on the firft of Odfober in avery fevere Seafon. The 
firft thing he began with,wasto mark out hisCainpy 
which he caufed to be fortified on all fides by fmall 
Forts, which he raifed at proper Diftances; atter 
which he bimfelf opened the Trenches with a hun- 
dred and fitty Pieces of Ganon, which by the Mu/co- 
wites were continually firing upon the ‘Town; 
when News was brought to the Emperor, that 
the King of Swedew was at Sea with two hun- 
dred Tranfport Ships in order to march to the 

Reliet of Narva. | 
The Swedifo Army confifted of Twenty 
thoufand Men only: The Czar, however, 
did not defpife them; but in order to defeat 
them entirely, belfides the hundred ‘Thoufand 
Men who were then with him, he had appoin- 
ted a number of Forces to be haiy to oppole 
the Enemy in their March; and as he daily ex- 
pected about forty Thoufand Men more from 
Pleskot, who were coming to join him ; he fet 
out himfelf in order to haften their ilarchy 
and by that means intended to encompats the 
King of Sweden’s Troops with his two Armies. 
lL) 2 Belidesy 
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Befides, he fent out a Detachment of 30000 
Men from the Camp that lay betore Narva, 
and ordered them to be pofted within a League 
of that Town, on the Road which Char/es <0. 
was taking, with another body of 5000 Mu/co- 
vites, which made up the advanced Guard ; the 
Swedifo Army muft have defeated all thefe 
Troops, before it could come near the Mu/co- 
vites Camp, which was fortified by a ftrong 
Retrenchment, and a doubie Ditch. 

On the other Hand, the King of Sweden was 
landed at Pernaz, in the Guloh of Riza, with 
about a Thoufand Foot, and fomewhat upwards 
of four Thoufand Horfe. From Perzau, he 
had haftened his March to Revel with all his 
Horfe, followed only by four Thoufand Foot ; 
and thus Marching foswinde without waiting for 
the remainder of his Forces, he foon came up 
with thofe eisht Thoufand Men to the firft De- 
tachment of the Enemy, whem he immediately 
fell upon as he met them, without giving them 
time to know what a {mall number of Men they 
had to deal with. : 

The Mufcovites feeing the Swedes March up 
to them, thought they had a whole Army to 
encounter, and therefore the advanced Guard of 
sooo Men run away; which {truck fuch a terror 
in 20000 more that were pofted behind them, 
that they hardly made any Refiftance ; but re- 
tired in great diforder towards the 30000 who 
were within. a League of the Camp ; and thus 

all the Mu/covite Troops were feiz’d with a 
pannick Fear. Thefe three important Pofts 
were taken by the Swedes within the Space of 
two Davs and a half; when Charles XT. at laft 
appeared with hiseight Thoufand haraffed Men, 


before a Camp of a hundred 'Thouland Alu/co- 
vites, 
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wites, which was defended by 150 pieces of 
Brafs Cannon. And he had {carcely given his 
Mentime to refrefh themfeives, when without 
Deliberation, he gave orders for the Attack, and 
then Marched up tothe Enemy about mid-day, 
on the 30th of November 100. 

After an Engagement of three keh, the 
Retrenchments were forced on all fides, the 
King with about 4000 Swedes, purfued the 
Right of the Enemy, confifting of near ‘§0000 
Men, as far as the River of Narv ; where the 
Bridge breaking down under fuch a Multitude of 
Men running a way, the River was ina Moment 
coverd with the Dead; and thofe who re- 
mained, turned back in defpair towards the 
Camp, where they made fome {mall defence, 
being out of their power to fave themfelves. 
But at lait, the Mu/covite Generals, Dolororky, 
Golloin, and Fedorovits furrendered themfelves 
to the King. And foon after the Duke of 
Croy, chief General of the Army came with 
thirty Officers and tollowed their Example. 

Charles XII. received them with the utmoft 
Politenefs, but retained the Generals only ; ail 
the fubaltern Officers and Soldiers were difmiffed 
and fent towards Narva, where they were fup- 
plied with Boats to ferry them over the River, 
i order to return into their own Country. 

in the mean while Night was coming on, 
and the Right of the Mufcovites were ftillen- 
gaged. The Swedes had not loft above 1500 
Men, and onthe Enemies fide there were 13000 
kill’d in the Retrenchments, a great number 
were drown’d, as many had paffed the River; 
and neverthelefs, there ftill remained in the 
Cauip a Body confiderable enough to oppote 
the Swedes : But the King, who was refolved 
D 3 to 
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to take Adva ae. of the declining Day, feized 
on their Artillery, and pofted himfelf advanta- 
geouily between their Camp and the Town, in 
order to fall upon the Enemy by break of day. 

By two o’Clock the next Morning, General 
Vede, who commanded the left Wing, which 
Was not as yet entircly broke, being informed of 
the genercus Manner in which the a of 
Sweden had received the other Generals, €8c. 
fent to him to beg that he would grant him the 
fame Favour he had done to them ; in anfwer 
to which, the Conqueror faid, that he might 
advance at the Head of his Men, and lay down 
their Arms and Colours before him. Where- 
upon the Generai came up with about 30000 
Mufcovites Marching bareheaded, both Officers 
and Soldiers, in the Prefence of the King, at- 
tended with Iefs than 7000 Swedes, who were 
drawn up in Line of Batrle. The Soldiers as 
they paffed by him, threw down their Arms, 
and the Officers laid their Colours and Standards 
at his Feet ; after which thismultitude of Men 
were by his orders, conveyed on the other fide 
of the River, without even making one fingle 
Soldier Prifener. 

This being executed, Carles marched ViGo- 
rious into Narva,  . by the Duke of 

voy and the other Mu/cavite Generals, to whom 
he caufed their Swords to be returned; and 
being inform’d that they were deftitute af Mo- 
ney, and that the Merchants of Narva would 
not lend them any ; he fent 1000 Ducats to 
the Duke of Croy, and 500 to each of the 
Miufcovite Officers, who were furprized to 
adiniration at fo generous a Treatment. 


There 
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There immediately was an account of this 
Victory drawn up at Narva, in order to be 
difpatch’d to Stockholm, and to the Allies of 
Sweden: But the King erazed with his own 
Hand, whatever was too much to his own Ad-~ 
vantage, and too prejudicial tothe Czar. This 
News having reached Stockholm, feveral Medals 
were ftrack in that City to perpetuate the Me- 
mory of thofe remarkable Events. Amongit 
others, there was one which reprefented Charles 
XII. ftanding on a Pedeftal on the one Side, 
with a Mufcovite,,a Dane, and a Pole in 
Chains beneath him ; and on the other Side, 
there was the Figure of Hercules armed with a 

lub, holding Cerverus at his Feet, with this 
Motto, Zres uno contudit iétu. - 

The Czar of Mu/covy in the mean time, was 
Marching with great {peed at the Head of 40000 
Ruffians with a Defign to furround his Enemy 
on all fides ; when on the way, he was inform’d 
of the Battel of Narva, with the defeat of his 
whoie Camp ; whereupon he thought fit not to 
advance forwards, but retired with the Refolu- 
tion however to difcipline his Troops, whilft he 
was civilizing his Subjects. And when this Ac- 
count was brought him, he was heard to fay, I 
well know that the Swedes will beat us for fome 
time, but at laft they themfelves will teach us 
how to Conquer them. Mo/cow the Capital of 
his Dominions, at the News of this Overthrow, 
was ftruck with a dreadful Terror. And 
fo great was the Ignorance of the Mu/covites in 
general, that they afcribed their defeat to a more 
than human. Power, and truly believed the 
Swedes were all Magicians; which Qpinion 
was fo ftrongly ingrafted in the Minds of the 
Ruffians, that on this Occafion it was ordered, 
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that publick Prayers fhould be offered up to St. 
Nicholas, the tutelary Saint of their Kingdom. 
And indeed the Prayer that was addrefled to him 
is of fo particular rl Nature, that we thought a 
Citation of it here would be entertaining to eur 
Readers. 


** Q thou who art our perpetual Comforter, 
$* sreat St. Nicholas, and art in all things in- 
finitely powerful; by what Sin have we 
ofiended thee, either in our Sacrifices, Genu- 
leCtions, Worfhips and "Phankigivings, that 
thou hait thus foriaken us: ? We had implored 
*° thy Affiftance againft thofe terrible infolent 
Madmen, and horrid invincible Deltroyers ; 
when of a fudden, like unto Bears and Lyons 
who had loft their little ones, they fell upon 
us, terrified, wounded and killed us by Thou- 
fands ; we who are thy People. Asihis could 


$¢ poilibly beiall us without Sorcery and 
©* Conjuration ; we befeech thee, O great St. 
cé 


Nicholas, that thou wouldft beour Champion 

6° and Standard-bearer; and that thou wouidft 
vouchiafe to deliver us from that multitude of 
sorcerers, by expeiling them far from our 
“* Frontiers, with the Reward that is due to 
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VWhillt the Mu/cewites were thus making their 
Complaints and S: upplications to St. Nicholas, 


-\} _ 


CQoaries XIUL. was offering up Thank frivings to 


© 


God, and prepares for other Victories; which 


will verv well deferve another Article in ou 
NEKt Journal. 3 
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CATALOGUS PLANTARUM tum Exotica- 


rum, tum Domefticarum, quz in Hortis 
Londinohaud procul fitis,in venditionem 
propagantur: Or, 4 Catalogue of Trees, 
Shrubs, Plants and Flowers, both Exotic 
and Domeftic, which are propagated for 
Sale in the Gardens near London; di- 
vided according to their different degrees 
of Hardinefs, into particular Books or 
Parts, in each of which the Piants are 
ranged in an alphabetical Order, towbich 
are added the CharaGers of the Genus, 
and an Enumeration of all the particular 
Species, which are at prefent to be found 
in the feveral Nurferies near London, 
with Directions fer the proper Soil and 
Situation, in. which each particular Kind 
is found to thrive. By aSociety of Gar- 
deners. Printed for the fame Society, 
and to be Sald by W. Innys, and C, Ri- 
vington, Bookfellers in St. Paul’s Church- 
yard. 1732. 
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P-""H E Authors of this Book, do in their 
Preface take notice of the ‘Temperature 

ot our Cizmate, which they obferve is as remote 
from the fcorching Rays of the ‘Torrid 
Zone, as from the piercing Cold of the 
frozen Zone, which adapts our Soil and Atmof- 
phere to the culture and nurture of moft Plants 
in the Univerfe ; and that in paft Ages,not only 
Horticulture, but moft other ufeful Arts were 
neglected ; which they imagine might proceed 
from civil Diffentions, domefiick or foreign Op- 
preffions, or for want of encouraging Maeceuas’s; 
and that the Revival, or rather Birth of the 
Art of Horticulture jn particular, feems to have 
been left to adorn the happy Age in which we live. 
That the particular Jmprovement, and ina 
manner R2/e of this Art among us, may be con- 
find to the Compafs of lefs than a Century 
paft: that the Koyal Society, founded by King 
Charles Ii. for the Improvement of natural 
Knowledge, among many other ufeful Difco- 
veries, did particularly examine the various 
Structure of Vegetables, whereby many new 
Lights refpecting ther feveral Growths were 
difcovered : and that within the Space of 50 
Years, the practical Part of Gardening began 
to rouze out of a kind of Lethargy it had lain 
in fo confiderable a time, and efpecially on the 
Revolution, when the Genius of King Wiliam 
III. and his Royal Confort, and their Inclina- 
tons to the innocent and delightful Divertife- 
ments of a Garden, animated others toimitation ; 
which gave encouragement to Artifts, to trace 
the Operations of vegetative Nature, in all her 
curious Mazes ; to which were owing the ufeful 
Pers 







































Co ed hp 


cf & 





5 


leir 
ure 
ote 
rid 
the 
of. 


ants 


Te 


Ta —_— a ae = a 








Art. 5. the Republick of Letters, 63 


Performance of a Malpighius, a Grew, a Ray, 
&c. 

That the Way being thus paved, the Profits 
and innocent Delights accruing from a well 
difpos’d, and artful ily manag’d Frazt, Kitchen, 
and Flower Garden ; allur’d many curious Pine 
fons among the Nofility and Gentry, to encourage 
this projitable and delightful Art : and not con- 
tenting themfelves with the mean Stock of our 
formerly poor furnif'd Gardens, induftroufly fet 
themfelves to procure from every part of the 
known World, all forts of Yrees, Plants, 
Fruits, and Flowers. 

Among many of the Nolility and Gentry 
who were thus curious to collect thefe things in 
diftant Countries, and have them fent to £ig- 
Jand, the Society have mention’d, the Right 
Reverend Dr. Comptox, Bifhop otf London, her 
Grace the Dutchefs of Beaufort, the Right Ho- 
nourable Earl of Pembroke, Samuel Reynardjon, 
Efq; Charles Duboije, Efq; who were early 
employed inthis delightful way; and to whem 
the Country is greatly. indebted for many valuable 
Trees, Plants, and Fruits, which are now na- 
turalized to our Climate. 

Then they proceed to take notice of feveral 
Noblemen, who are at this day great Encouragers 
of Gardening and Planting ; ‘after which they 
mention the publick Phyfick Garden, eftablith’d 
by the Worfbipfiul Company of Apothecaries of 
London, in which there are as great a number of 
curious Exotic Plants cultivated, as in any 
Garden in Ezrope; which they think will 
greatly redound to the Honour of the Na- 
tion. 
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That this having fpirited our Euglifb Gare 
deners to make the Study of Vegetation their 
Bufinefs, they have met with fo much fuccefs 
in their Attempts to naturalize many valuable 
Exetics to our Climate, t that they may without 
Arrogance pretend to vie with, and even out- 
do, moft of their Profeffion in Burope. 

Bus as for fuch Perfons, as make little account 
of the introducing Exotze Yrees and Plants among 
us; they defire them to look back to what we 
had origiially of our own f{poutanecus Growti, 
and refiect in how poor a Condition we had Ttill 
been, had not our Forefatbers introduced thofe 
mai ny noble Trees for Sdade ; and thofe many 
excellent Frusts for gratifying our Palates, and 
thofe numerous Varieties of beautiful and odo- 
‘iiieies Flowers to delight the Senfes, which 
we now enjoy in great plenty; few of which 
were the original Product of our Ifland. 

Nay,the very fubitantial part of our Suftenauce, 
Bread-corn was antiently, as much an Exotic to 
England, as the Sugar-Caue is at prefent. 

That befides, we may by this means be 
furnifh’d with Yrees which will grow upon all 
our different Sod/s; whereby we may continue 
Plantations through Soz/s of various Qualities, 
with Trees of the fame Genus, &c. As Inftances 
of this, they mention the /Vater-Oak of Carolina, 
and the Awerican Cyprefs, both which do grow 
in {wampy Places ; whereas our European Oak, 
and Cypre/s’s are Inhabitants of a more fubftan- 
tial Soil ; that hereby we fhall be furnifh’d with 
a greater variety of ‘Timbers for the many 


different Ufes in Life, which will be a matter of 


no {mail confequence to the Nation. 


And 
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And here, they think it not amifs to add, 
That from the variety of Frees, Plants, Flows 
ers, &c. which we behoid tran{planted fromm the 
different Parts ot the Globe, we fhall be led to 
admire and adore the great and bovnteous 
Author of Nature, who has left fcarce any fpot 
of Earth entirely univrnifhed; nay, even the 
Dry, and in a manner, Barren Rocks of Africa 
and America, have their feveral Plants, which 
by the Coufirudiion of their feveral Parts, are 
wonderfully adapted to grow where they can 
receive but a fmall fhare of their Nourifhment 
from the Earth; when alfo at the fame time 
they are deprived of the benign Infiuences of 
Showers, and are notwithftanding this, fo /trong 
and robuft, as even to defy the /corching Beans 
of the Sun. ‘That thefe Plants are not only 
of vafily different Natures, but alfo vary as 
much in their oztward Appearance; {fo that by 
the Produéts of different Countries and Climates, 
we behold as it wereanew World. 

After this, they mention the Reaton of their 
publifhing the prefent Book, and the Manner 
of their forming themfelves into a Society, for 
their mutual Improvement in their Proteifions; 
with their feveral times of Meeting, at which 
each Member produced all the feveral Kinds of 
Flowers, Fruits, &c. which they cultivated for 
Sale in their Nurferies,; the number of which 
they prefume to be as great as any Set of Gar» 
denevs in England, or perhaps in Europe can boaft 
of. And that having purfued this Method for 
the Space of five Years, they came to a Refo- 
lution, to have the various Kinds of Flowers and 
Fruits which were in their Poffeflion, delineated 
by an able Hand at.their own Expence ; which 
being performed, there is now a very valuable 
Collection 
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Collection of thofe Drawings in the Poffeflion of 
the faid Society. 

Then the Society refolved to publifh their 
Obfervations, which they bad minuted down 
from time to time in their Regifter; and 
thought they could not do better fervice to the 
Publick, than to give a Catalogue of all the 
various Zrees, Plants and Flowers in their 
Poffeffion, with a fhort Account of their Culture 
and Ufe, to prevent the trouole of turning 
from one Book to another ; and alfoto illuftrate 
the Work with above 30 Copper Plates of diffe- 
rent Plants and Flowers, which either were not 
engraven before, or not well done, and to Paint 
the fame in their natural Colours, from the ori- 
ginal Drawings: But that upon advancing in 
the Work, they fownd the number of Sheers 
would vaftly exceed their firft Expectations ; 
and thecharge of Engraving the Plates, being 
computed, they found it would be too expenfive 
a Work to go through at once. 

Whereupon they thought it more advifeable, 
to publifh it in feveral diftinét Parts, that if the 
Defign met with Encouragement, they might 
add more Plates to each Part ; and if otherwife, 
they might drop it without being tco great 
Lofers. 

In purfuance of this Defign, this firft Part 
which they have prefented to the Publick, is an 
exact Catalogue of all the Sorts of Zrees and 
Shrubs, which will endure the Cold of our 
Climate in the open Air; digefted into an 
alphabetical Order, under their Latin Names, 
moft generally received amongft the Botanifts ; 
to which is added, one or more Synonym from 
the moft noted Authors in Botany ; as alfo the 
commor 
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of common Englifb Name, for the fake of thofe 
who are not acquainted with the Latin. 
sir , At the beginning of each Genus, they have 
wn added the diftinguifhing Characters by which 
nd it is known, which wi!l enable perfons to avoid 
he | confounding two different Genus’s together. 
he Then the feveral Species are enumerated, and 
ir a fhort Account of their Culture given, with 
re the Soi/ and Situation moft agreeable to each 


, Species. 
n 
8 To this the Society has added 21 Copper 








ite 
a Plates, in which are exhibited above so curious 
ot Trees and Plants, in their proper Colours, done 
“ae by very good Hands, from the original Draw- 
fi ings, now in the Poffeffion of the Society. 
in And if this Part is kindly reccived by the 
-_ Publick, they purpofe to proceed to the feveral 
35 other Parts of Gardening in the like manner, 
ng which no doubt will be carefully perform’d, and 
ve thereby render it one of the moft ufeful Works 

which has yet appeared on this Subject. 
es 
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nd TrAITE fur les Miracles, dans lequel on 
rs prouve que le Diable n’en fauroit faire 
S, pour confirmer l’Erreur ; ot l’on fait voir 
‘3 par plufieurs Exemplestirés de P’Hiftoire 
m Sainte & Prophane, que ceux qu'on 
: lui attribue, ne font qu’un effet de 1'Im- 
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pofture ou de l’addreffe, des hommes, 
& ot lon examine le Syfteme oppofé 
tel que l’a établi le Dr. Samuel Clarke ; 
dans le Chapitre, XIX. du 2 Vol. de 
fon Traité fur la Religion Naturelle © 
Chretienne. Par Faques Serces, Vicare 
d’Anplebey, dans le Comté de Lincoln. 
A. Amfterdam chez Pierre Humbert, 
Svo. pages 371. 


That 1s, 


A TREATISE on Miracles, wherein it is 
proved that the Devil has no Power to 
perform any, for the Confirmation of Error 3 
as alfothat it evidently appears, by foveral 
Examples quoted from Holy and Propbhane 
Hiflory, that thofe Miracles which are 
af{cribed to bim, were only a Produfion 
of the Craft and Impofture of Men’, 
wherein likewife, an enquiry is made re2- 
lating to the oppofite Syftem, as it is efta- 
blifh'd by Dr. Sarnuel| Glark, inthe XIXth 
Chapter of the Second Volume of his 
Treatife upon Natutal and Chriftian 
Religion. By James Serces, Vicar of 
Applebey, in the County of Lincoln. 
Printed at Amfterdam for Petet Hum- 
bert, in 8vo. containing 371% pages. 
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UR Readers willexcufe, if we introduce 
our Abftradét, by a fhort, tho’ neceffa- 
ry Digreffion to our purpote. 


We mutt allow, that of all the Common- 
wealths, Geneva is the leaft, confidering the 
Extent of its Territories ; notwithftandi ng 
which, it enjoys fuch Advantages as daily 
create the Admiration of Foreigners. And as 
we particularly have {pent aco ynfiderable time 
in thofe Parts, we cannot but call them to mind 
with pleafure, and retain their Memory for 
ever. Were this a proper Place to give a 
more particular Account of that Country, we 
might with juftice affert many things relating 
to it; and fay without Partiality, that with 
re{pect to Politenefs, Geneva is a diminutive of 
Paris. Its Situation i isone of the moft agreeable 
that could be feen. The Government of the 
Commonwealth, both as to the interior and ex- 
terior Parts, is admirably well regulated. Its 
Inhabitants are very induftrious and _ brave 
Soldiers, and even their very Children have no 
fooner attained to the Age of -Reafon, but they 
are able to hold Arguments upon their Reli~ 
gion, and likewife defend it. The Magiftracy, 
which is compofed of Men of ( apacity,; always 
watchful, manage the publick Affairs with a 
Wifdom almott incredible. The Citizens are 
Hofpitable, and pay an extraordinary deterence 
to Strangers. But what makes no {mall addition 
to the Glory of the People of Geneva, is, that 
their Univerfity is the Nurfery of fo great a 
number of learned Men; as the prefent Lord 
Archbifhop of Cauterbury obferves ; in a Letter 
he wrote to them upon the Deathof Mr. Picfet; 
January £732. E one 
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one of their worthy Profeffors ; which may now 
be feen, printed in the Literary ‘fournal, entitled 
Biblioteque Germanique. And indeed the 
Sciences are fo much the more Flourifhing 
there, by reafon that the Emulation, Solidity of 
Judgment, and Charity they fhew in feeking 
after Lruth, in Charity itfelf, as the Apoftle 
expreffes himfelf to Zzmothy ; are like fo many 
Guides both to the Profeffors and Students; for 
which Advantages they are chiefly indebted to 
Mr. fean Alphonf{e Turetin, Minifter, and Profeffor 
of Divinity, and Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. 

Tis at Geneva, under this great Man, that 
our Author ftudied Divinity, and held a Theolo- 
gical Difcourfe under his Prefidentfhip, where- 
in the Diifciple was really an Honour to his 
Mafter. He likewife did hima great deal of 
Credit oftentimes by his Sermons, being always 
attended by a numerous Audience ; whereof 
we ourfelves have been Eye-witneffes ; and it 
was generally faid, that Mr. Serces was a Man 
of good Senfe, a fine Orator with a found 
Judgment. ‘The Book in hand alfo treats of a 
Subjeét, which, in our Opinion, deferves the 
Attention of the Publick; we may at leaft 
fuppofe, that my Lord Harrington, now Secre- 
tary of State, found it agreeable to his Tafte, 
fince after the Publication of it, he did our 
Author the Honour to nominate him one of 
his Chaplains: We fhall not conclude from 
hence, that many People who fhall read this 
Treatife upon Miracles, will not meet with 
fome difficulties therein. But fhould that be 
the Cafe, they may propofe them to the Author 
himfelf; who, as we are credibly informed, will 
receive them thankfully, in order to give a clear 

3 Expla- 
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Explanation of them, ei sii in a Secon a Eqi- 
tion, or in an Article of one of the Journals. 
Let us now begin to give a more sare alie 


Account of his Book: 


UR Author in his Dedication to his Royal 
Highnels the Prince of Wales,has juftly affer- 

ted, That of allthe Writings which are gencrally in- 
fcribed to a Prince, ‘there are none more 
worthy of being prefented to him, than fuch 
as tend to the Confirmation of Religion; be- 
caufe, faith he, it is particularly agrceable to 
the high Scation he is in. And indeed it may 
be faid, that as it contributes effectual ally to his 
Welfare and Glory ; fo it ought to be his con 
{tant Duty to promote its Safety and : Splenda: 
As Religion alone teaches a Sovereign the true 
Maxims of Government; fo likewile it lead 
him to the Art of Reigning over the Hearts 
of his Subjects. And when a Prince inculcates 
the Fear of a Deity in the Minds of his People, 
he teaches them at the fame time to Pay due 
Refpeéts to thofe who are Gods Vicegerents 

and Reprcleuteciy es upon Earth: 

Our Author, in the next Place, gives 
Readers to underftand, thet his Work is neither 
the Production of a precipitate Labour, nor of 
a continued and uninterrupted Study ; that he 
began it at Geneva, about nine Years ago, at 
the defire of a Perfon of Dift inétion, who, as a 
Traveller, was then in that City. 

Sometime after, having digefted thefe chief 
Refle€tions, which had ‘Occurred to his Mind ; 
with a Defign not only to examine the wine p like 
wife agreeable to the intent of that ! Noblem any 
to follow ftep by ftep the Arguments of Dr. 
Clarke concerning Miracles, in the excellent 
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7% The Prefent Stateof Aat.6, 
Treatife which this Doctor wrote upon Natural 
and Revealed Religion; our Author referred 
his Manufcript tothe perufal of feveral Perfons 
eminent for their Learning, in order to receive 
their Opinion of it, and reap the benefit of 
their Advice. 'Thefe Gentlemen being pleafed 
to gratify his requeft, feemed to approve of 
the Work ; and moft of them, particularly 
Mr. Fean Alphonfe Turretin, whom we have 
already mention’d, encouraged him to fend 
it to the Prefs. From this time, our Author 
apply’d himfelf ferioufly to the reading of the 
beft Books written upon the fame Subject ; and 
having confulted many learned Perfons of the 
firftt Rank, during his Travels for fome Years 
abroad, he had an Opportunity of {welling his 
TFreatife to above a third part more than he had 
defigned at firft. 

However, it was not without Reluctancy, 
that our Author expofed to publick view, a 
Subje€&t, which is fo nice in its nature, and con- 
tains fo many perplexing Difficulties. When 
at the fame time, he tells us, that by afferting, 
as he does, that God never did, nor can permit 
the Devil, or any other Impoftor to perform 
Miracles, in order to authorize a_ prejudicial 
Error ; calling even in queftion, whether the 
Devil has a phyfical Power of performing any ; 
He (the Author) clafhes with the moft vene- 
rable Writers of Antiquity, as well as the 
moft illuftrious Divines, and greateft Philofo- 
phers: 

As for Inftance, all the Fathers of the Church, 
in order to deprive the Infidels of all the Ad- 
vantages which they pretended to receive from 
their Miracles, have maintained that they were 
the Production of the Devil, Father of Fal/e- 
hoods 
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hood ; and therefore could not make anyConclufion 
in their Favour, adhering in this Point to the 
Notions of Plato and Pythagoras, concerning 
the Influence of intermediate Intelligences over 
human Affairs. Moreover, the ancient Fathers 
have fometimes afcribed fo extenfive a Power 
to thofe wandering Spirits, that they might be 
taken for fome kind of Deities, who in fome 
manner bear a fhare with God himfelf in the 
Government of the World; for the Proof of 
which our Author appeals to the apologetical 
Writings of Tertullian. 

The Divines of latter Ages, in almoft every 
Nation, have likewife affented to the fame 
Principles; tho’ they have not allowed them 
fo large an extent, by reafon, faith our Author, 
they were better Philofophers. He _ par- 
ticularly quotes feveral Engit/o Divines, who 
have afferted that the Devil has the Power of 
working true and real Miracles ; in order either 
to eftablifh Error, or to delay the Progrefs of 
Truth. Such were Barrow, Zillot(ou, Stilling- 

leet, Fenkin, Prideaux, Clarke and Lock, &c. 
whereby it may be feen, that this Opinion is 
maintained by Antiquity, and the Majority of 
Votes: But to this our Author replies, 

That Truth being in itfelf of an abfolute 
Nature, it does not depend on any outward 
Circumftance whatfoever. That a Thing is 
not the truer, becaufe it has been credited for 
two thoufand Years; and that it does not bear 
the lefs Truth in it, for having been acknow- 
ledged only within a Century. That there are 
in the World many Errors of very Ancient 
ftanding, and as many Truths of a Modern 
Date; and thofe which now exift, may, in 
this refpect, undergo a gradual Change. — 
3 ore 
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/ + 
fore, no Time, of whatfoever Duration that can be 
conceived, will ever be able to prefcribe againft 
Truth ; and Error, adorned in Grey- iaaite can 
never be fo venerable: And we fhall always en- 
joy the Privilege of appealing from the Decifi- 
ons of Men, to the Tribunal of Reafon and 
Revelation; to the Law and Teftimony, 
(faith L/azad viii. 20. ) 

Upon thefe Principles, the late Dr. Fleetwood, 
before he was called to the See of E/y, publifhed 
in the Year 1701. Au Effay upon Miracles ; 
wherein he would not allow the Devil to have 
the Power of working any: But our Author is 
of Opinion that this learned Gentleman did 
not maintain fo good a Caufe, with all the Ad- 
vantage that could be wifh’d ; which gave Occa- 

fion to the celebrated Dr. Hoadly, the prefent 
Bifhop of Salisbury, to refute feveral of his 
Principles, in a Letter, to which the former 


keto r. Verenfels, Doctor of Divinity in the 
lemy of Bail, according to the Opinion of our 
pene and ours, has treated this Subieét with 
much greater fuccefs. This learned Gentleman, in 
his firth Pheolog: ical Differtation, atter having 
erted, that Miracles, confidered in their Na- 
>, were certain and undeniable figns of 

pofes this Obje@tion to himfelf, 
drawn from the Miracles which were fuppofed 
to be wrought by oe Ma agicians of Egypt. 
Then makes the following Reply: S* We do not 
** allow that the eondertl T! hings which they 
** performed, were true Miracles, though they 
€S rofembled in fome manner thofe of Mofes. 
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€¢ Eiowever, we fhall not determine whether 
© they were real Productions, or only the meer 
* effet of Witchcraft and Delufion ; Mankind 
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** not knowing perfectly how far God may 
** permit the Devil to extend his Power, or 
“* what thofe kind of Spirits may be able to 
“f operate by the Means of thofe whom they 
** employ”. But our Author looks on a Reply 
of this kind, as not confiftent with the Prin- 
ciples which Mr. Verenfels had juft before 
laid down ; nay, fuch an Anfwer, fays the Au- 
thor, deftroys in fome meafure the very fame 
Principles of that Gentleman: the Reafon he 
—— for it, in our Opinion, feems to be very 
olid. 

Mr. No/terius, Doétor and Profeffor of Di- 
vinity at Franckfort upon Oder, is the third 
modern Author who deviates from the ancient 
Syftem of Miracles. He is a Man of great 
depth of Thought and Learning, and inthe Year 
1718. he publifhed a Differtation, wherein he 
lays down the fame Principles with Mr. Verenfe/s, 
which he proves; and replies to feveral Obje- 
ctions, but particularly to thofe which are 
quoted from Holy Writ. 


Laftly, Mr. ean Alpbonfe Turetin, amongtt 
many excellent and judicious Difcourfes upon 
the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, which he 
publifhed fome Years fince, has given us three 
of them; one in 121. a fecond in 1729. 
and another in 1726. wherein he entirely 
adheres to our Author’s Ideas; and this great 
Man’s Anfwers to feveral Objections, perfectly 
agree with our Author’s Solution of the fame 
Difficulties: But as Mr. Zuretin’s Differtations 
are writ in Latin, they can be of fervice only 
to fuch as have a confiderable fhare of Learn- 
ing. Befides, as our Author has been more 
E 4 prolix 





















































































Prefent Stateof Art. 6, 


prolix in the immediate Proofs of his Hypo- 
thefis, relating to the Inconveniencies which 
arife from the contrary Opinions; having 
enguired into a greater number of Dit- 
ficulties than Mr. Zuretin has done, he hopes 
the Publick will not take it amifs that he fhou’d 
have gee iar Thoughts to thofe of that 
learned Gentleman; inafmuch as our Author 
in this, has is no other view than the love of 
{Panes e intereft of Religion, and the glory 
of Goa: Exc ellent Motives! And how happy 
V me it be for thofe who write upon Matters 
of Divinity, were they guided by the fame 
Spirit. 

With fo commendable a Defign, our Author 
has judicioufly laid before us the following 
Vdeas: 


q*as 
1yerk 


ah 
au é 


I. 'That God not only loves ‘Truth, but loves 
it in fo pure and powerful a Manner, that he 
never will fufier Error to be cloathed in its 
Ornaments; nor that Mankind fhould ever be 
expofed to the evident Danger of confounding 
the one with the other. JI. Here is produced 
a manifeft Proot of God's hides and Good- 
nefs; whereas the oppofite Syftem feems to 
fuggeft moft perplexing Obj Gens againft thofe 
eminent and comfortable Arbus. Ill. In 
our Syftem, God appears truly Great, becaufe 
he therein appears to be alone able ‘i lea the 


Law s Of Nature; and to difpofe of them as he 
ples oa in order to facilitate the execution of 


bis Defigns. ‘The oppofire Syftem, by allowing 
the Devil fo extenfive an Empire over the very 
iame Laws,that he can interrupt them for the for- 
warding of his own private Defigns ; afcribes fo 
glorious 4 Prerogati ve to him, as can nowife 
. belong 
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belong properly but tothe Deity itfelf To at- 

tribute fuch a Powerto the Devil, is, as it ap- 

pears to me, vilifying in fome manner that of 

God. IV. In our Principles, whatever Orders 

God has to give, though our Reafon cannot be 

certain, confidering merely what they are in 

themfelves, that they come from him; yet they 

fhall always be receiv’d, as proceeding trom his 

Will, whenever they are ftrengthen’d by any 

Miracle that will denote their Origin : Whereas, 
in the oppofite Principles, Miracles being look- 
ed upon as ambiguous Proofs; an Operation of 
that kind would not be fufficient to difcover 
from what Source they derive. Which is depri- 
ving the Deity of one of the moft natural and 
moft effeétual Means to remove whatever doubts 
might arife, concerning any extraordinary 
Revelation, that God fhould think fit to fignity 
to Mankind ; efpecially, when the Juftice and 
Neceflity of it fhould not fo readily appear to 
our Minds. V. In our Hypothefis, Miracies 
belong properly to Truth, which alone is in- 
titled tothofe Ornaments ; andtherefore receives 
a much greater Luftre from them, than when 
{uppofed to have aright to them in common 
with Error. VI. In our Syftem, as to prove 
the Falfity of a Doétrine, is eftablifhing the 
very Falfity of thofe Miracles, by which it 
ought to be maintained; fo likewife, to prove 
the truth of Miracles wrought for the Confir- 
mation of a Do¢trine, is proving the Divinity 
itfelf of that Do&trine. Whereas, in the op- 
pofite Syftem, a greater Task is required ; for, 
before all things, we muft be fatisfied by rea- 
foning, whether a Doétrine is at leaft poffible or 
probable; and thereby of a nature that will admit 
of 


















































































7% Lhe Prefent State of Art. 6. 
of its being authorized by Miracles. Secondly, 
In cafe it be contuted by contrary Miracles, we 
muft examine whether that Doétrine has of its 
fide the Majority of Miracles, and moft confi- 
derable ones. Which renders the Proof dif- 
ficult, intricate, and almoft of no ufe. VII. 
Our Principle in particular, gives us great Ad- 
vantages over the Zews ; as they enable us to prove 
at once, and without Reply, the Divinity of 
the Chriftian Religion. And indeed, we fhall 
meet with no difficulty, in proving to them the 
truth of Cbri/?’s Miracles, by the fame Reafons 
on which they ground their Belief of the Mi- 
racles of Mofes. We may even fpare ourfelves 
that trouble, fince they allow in their Talmud, 
(under the Title of Aboda Zara) that our 
Saviour had wrought confiderable ones. Let us 
add one fingle Suppofition upon this Principle ; 
that it is not in the Power of Man to work 
true Miracles, without the particular and im- 
mediate Affiftance of the Deity ; an Affiftance 
which God will never grant to any Impoftor 
whatloever: Is not the Confequence which ne- 
ceffarily flows from thence, this, viz. that Fe/us 
Chrift was truly fent by God, and that we have 
for Adherence to his Doétrine, Proofs of the 
fame Nature (tho’ carried toa much higher degree 
of Evidence ) with thofe which they themfelves 
produce for the Reception of the Law of 
Mofes? And immediately all their Difficulties 
are at an end, their Evafions entirely difappear, 
and from that Inftant there is no longer room 
to queftion,vzz. Whether our Meffiah did work his 
Miracles by the Power of God, or by that of 
the Devil ; by the Affiftance of the Magick 
Art, (which he might have acquired in Egypt,) 
or 
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er in the true Name of God which he had un- 


juftly affumed in the Temple of feru/alem ? 
The Difpute falls of courfe, we muft gain the 


Victory, and they muft neceffarily fubmit to 
our Argument. Whereas, in the oppofite Hy- 
pothefis, all thofe various Pretences can only 
ferve as fo many Subterfuges for fome time. 
VIII. Lafly, by fuppofing, that as God alone, 
in his Wifdom, has fixed the Laws of Nature, 
it is in his Power only to fufpend and alter their 
courfe ; we may quiet the Minds of Men, by 
convincing them that they have nothing to 
fear, under the Government of a Being who is 
as good as he is powerful: we may fupply them 
with Motives fufficient to induce them to con- 
fide in, and folely depend on him; to Love 
and Fear him, and not to fufpeét any danger 
from his Anger, but to hope every thing from 
his Favour. Now on the contrary, let us 
fuppofe that it’s in the Power of the Devil, not 
only to concern himfelf in our Affairs, to de- 
ceive and hurt us, and all this even in following 
the Laws of Nature; butalfo, that in order to 
feduce us with the greater Succefs, and impofe 
upon us, not fo much in temporal and trivial 
Things, as in thofe which are of the greateft 
Moment to us, and whereon our eternal Sal- 
vation depends ; that is, in the choice of a 
Religion: Let us fuppofe, faith the Author, 
that in order to compleat all thefe things, the 
Devil is able to violate and alter thofe very 
fame Laws, if not in all refpects, at leaft in 
many ; does there not from thence immediately 
follow a natural Confequence, which is, that 
we fhall be in continual Dread, and _poffeffed 
almoft as much with the Fear of thofe Evils, 
which 















































































9 4 The Prefent State of = Art. 6. 
which he may bring upon us, as with the 
thoughts of God’s being able to deliver us from 
them ? Perhaps even, ’tis to fo extenfive an 
Idea, which People have formed to themfelves 
of the Devil’s Power, that we may afcribe a 
vaft number of fuperftitious Terrors, which 
trouble and dilquiet many ignorant and weak 
Minds; and from which the beft Philofophy, 
grounded upon Reafon, and upon the maniteft 
and undeniable Principles of the Gofpel, is to 
this Day at a lofs how to reclaim them. Hence 
our Author concludes, that a Syftem whence 
{o many great Advantages arife, and which 
gives us fuch noble and amiable Ideas of God, 

and contributes fo much to the Stability of 
Religion, and to the Happinefs of Mankind: 

A Sy ftem of this nature, faith he, deferves 
undoubtedly to be ca refully enquired into. We 
ought to view it in all its Shapes, and neglect 
nothing that may tend to convince us of its 
perfect Solidity. Our Opinion even is, that 

re it not true, we ought earneltly to wifh it 
wore. However, what appears moft certain to 
us, is, that we ought not rafhly to condemn 
thofe who adhere to, and labour to Maintain it. 

As to tie Sequel of this Treatife, we fhall 

refer our Readers to the Book itfelf, which 
contains feveral preliminary Reflections. The 


— 


Subpance of Dr. Clarke’s Syften. The Difference 
between that and our Author's ; with the Defigis 


of this Work, &c. Purfuant to which our Rea- 
ders will fee in the following Order, under five 
Articles, all the Affertions of our Author, 
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I. That we know not the phyfical Power of 
od or Evii Angels, and confequently whether 


they 
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they can work Miracles. ‘That more probably 
jt is not in their Power to work any. I. Tho’ 
we fhould allow that Good Angels could work 
Miracles, it does not follow from thence, that 
Evil Angels fhou’d be poffetled of the fame 
Power. III. It is prov’d, by the Idea of 
God’s Perfe€tions, and the manner in which 
the Holy Scriptures exprefs themfelves on Mi- 
racles, that it is not in the Power of the Devil 
to work any for the Confirmation of Error. 
Preliminary Obfervations, drawn from the Im- 
preffion which Miracles have at all times made. 
Tis proved that God cannot permit the Devil 
towork Miracles: 1. From the Confideration of 
his Holinefs and Love for Truth. 2. From the 
Idea of hisGoodnefs. 3. From thatof his Wif- 
dom. 4. Becaufe he would be lefs wife than 
the Devil himfelf 5. From evident Paffages in 
Holy Writ. 6. Becaufe Jefus Chrift appeals to 
his Miracles only, as being in themfelves a 
Proof without Reply of his Divine Miffion. 
+. From the Confideration of the Torments, 
with which God threatens thofe who will not 
believe in Miracles. 8. From the glorious Titles 
which the Scriptures give to Miracles. 9. 
From the very end of Miracles. | 
Our Author here makes this Objection : God 
fhould prevent Impoftors, as well as real Mira- 
cles, which may lead Men into Error, fince 
they often produce the like Effects. To. this 
Objection he replies, p. 91. IV. The Author 
fhews the Inconveniencies of the oppofite 
Syftem.  Firft, Becaufe it deftroys the Proof 
of Miracles in three Refpefts. 1. If they are 
confidered inthemfelves ; 2. Or with regard to 
the Propofitions which are to be confirmed by 
them ; 
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them; in cafe there are Miracles for and againft 
a Propofition, the greatnefs of Miracles cannot 
abfolutely decide on which fide the Truth lies. 
Neither can the Number of them do it. Five 
Reflections, which at once fall upon the great- 
nefs and number of Miracles. 3. Or with 
refpecét to thofe Perfons, for the Conviction of 
whom they feem chiefly to be defigned. 
Secondly, "The oppofite Syftem involves Men 
into a vicious Circle. Next it draws them into 
many Contradiftions. Then in p. 154. he 
makes a general Conclufion. V. This laft Article 
contains his Anfwers to the following Obje¢tions. 
tr. To the Miracles of the Egyptzan Magicians. 
2. To this Paflage in Deut. xiii. 1—5. If there 
arife among you a Prophet, &c. and giveth thee 
a fign of wonder. 3. 'To the Hiftory of the 
Prophetefs of Eudor, who invoked Samuel, 
1 Sam. xxviii. 4. To the Paffage in Mat. xii. 
27. And if I by Beelzebub caft out Devils, by 
whom do your children caft them out? 5. Mat. 
Vii. 22. Many will fay to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, bave we not wrought Miracles in thy name ? 
and then will I profe/s unto them, I never knew 
you, &c. 6. Mat. xxiv. 24. Lhere fhall arife 
falfe Chrifis, and falfe Prophets, and fhall foew 
great figns ana wonders, infomuch that if it were 
poffible, they foall deceive the very eleéf. %. 
2 Theff. ii. 9, 10, 11. Even bim whofe 
coming 7s after the working of Satan, with all 
power and figns, and lying wonders, &c. 8. 
1 Cor. xii. 1, 2, 3. No man fpeaking by the 
{pirit of God, calleth “Fefus accurfed, &c. 9. 
1 Johniv. 1. Believe not every [pirit, but try 
the (pirits whether they are of God, &c. Our 
Author haying thus anfwer’d to thefe Obje- 
ctions, 
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étions, he makes the fix following general 
Obfervations upon the Miracles of the Pa- 
gans, viz. Firft concerning the Miracles of 
Efculap. 2. Thofe of the Emperor Ve/pafian. 
3. Thofe of the Emperor Adrian. 4. Thofe 
of Appollonius of Thyana. §. Thofe of the 
Roman Church. Here the Author obferves 
to us, that what he has afferted relating to 
the Falfity of divers Miracles, ought nowife 
to prevent us from giving credit to the cer- 
tainty of thofe which are related in Holy 
Writ. And Laftly, he lays before us the 
diftintt Characters, both of true and falfe Mi- 
vacles, as they are maintained by Mr. Vereufe/s 
before mentioned, in his fifth Theological 
Differtation, intitled, Miracles certain figns of 
Truth. 
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ARTICLE VIL 


STATE of Learning. 
HAMBURGH. 


AN. Georgii Morhofii, de legendis, zmitane 
dis & exercendis Auttoribus, Libellus poft- 
humus, quem in fuplementum Polyhiftoris Mor- 
hofiant, ex accurato quodam Manufcripto, lucé 
ntinc primum tradit, Joh. Petr. Kohlius. PP. 80. 


pag. 181. 


The worthy and obliging Mr. Kohl, is of 
Opinion, that the Publick ought to have a 
very great regard to this little Work: Novum 
(faith be) hic tradoLibrum, in Lucem e tene- 
bris a me protractum, exiguum illum equidem, 
fed a magniingenii viro Polyhiftore & Profeffore 
quondam Kilonienfi celeberrimo literis config- 
natum, nec minori elegantia, quam utilitate 
commendabilem, €c¢. Zhe Editor Mr. Kohl, 
with the Suppofition that the Tafte of the Publick 
is conformable to his, promifes in the following 
Words : Si ad palatum tuum, he dapes fuerint, 
Collegia Morhofii, que fatis accurate Scriptx, 
cumque aliis exemplis Studiose collate poflide- 
mus, expecta, nimirum: 1. Collegium de Pe- 
riodo a Clariffimo Mollero, fub hoc Titulo re- 
cenfitum : Periolodologie, five Tratatus de 
Periodo Oratoria, & Poetica, quem Anno 1686. 
& 168%. 
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& 168%. le€tionibus propofuit, &c. 2. Prele- 
€tiones Oratorias, five Manudu€tionem ad Artem 
Oratoriam 254 Scriptis paginis conftantem id 
anno poft natum Chriftum 1669. publicé ab 
Autore prelectum, quod quidem ab eo, quod 
laudatus Mollerus, fub indice Collegii Oratario 
Theoretico practici citat, minimé diverfum effe 
confpicimus. 3. Collegium pathologicum 4 
Cl. Mollero, fub hoc titulo memoratum, p. 63. 
Pathologiam Oratoriam xvi. capitibus compre- 
henfam & Anno 1676. Auditoribus .diftatum 
publicis, cujus editionem Anno 1683. in pro- 
grammate ad Lect. Acroamat. invitatorio promifit. 
. Collegium eloquentie civilis, de quo ita 
Mollerus, p. 63. Manuductio ad eloquentiam 
Civilem, five Orator & preceptis & exemplis, 
perpetuis, le€tiffimifque adornatus, €&c. 96 
paginis Scriptis conftans. §. ‘Tractatum de 
Germanorum in rem Literariam, meritis, mul- 
tifque numeris perfectiorem, atque ex autogra- 
pho Autoris, mirum quantum locupletatum, 
preter coeteros omnes, dignum qui luce publica 
truatur. 


N. B. Amongft the many Obligations, for 
which the Republick of Letters is indebted to 
Mr. De/mefeaux, the laft he favour’d us with, is 
the Life of Mr. Bayle ; we are informed from 
Hamburgh, that the forementioned Mr. Kob/ 
has lately tranflated the fame into German for 
the ferviceof his Nation. If we fhould be asked 
how fuccefsful he has been in his Tranflation 2 
We are told, but indifferently. 


JANUARY 1732. F LIEGE, 
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LEEGE E. 





WW ERE is juft Publifh’d in two Volumes, 
rb 8v0. Memoires € Avantures Secretes €3 
Curicufes, Wun Voiage du Levant, par Mr. 
Miroue. ‘This Book is very entertaining. ‘The 
Author propofes to give us two other Volumes 






















upon the fame Subject ; but in the mean while, 
we may perhaps prefent the Publick with a 
farther Account relating to thofe which have ‘ 
already appeared in the World. We fhall only 
add, that though a Clergyman may write ( 
merrily, yet he ought to avoid Buffoonries. if ‘ 
poffible. ! 
YFRELCH ¢F. ¢ 
R Eficétions Critiques, fur la Poefie & fur la ‘ 
t Peinture ; Nouvelle Edition revue €& corrigée, f 
Fome premicr 8 Second, 8°. This Book written c 
by Mr. Boze, Secretary to the Academy of 
Infcriptions at Par7s, was become very fcarce. 
Pr a2a fF 2. 
: 
QD Ecueil de lettres, an fujet des Maléfices & dts , 
Sortilege, fervant de réponfe aux Lettres du f 
Sieur de St. André, Medecin a Coutances, fur le v 
méme fujet: Par le fieur Boiffier avec la Scavante i 
Reimontrance du Parlement de Rouen, faite au Ros f 
Louis XIV. au fujet du Sortilege, de Maléfice, des 
Sabats, € autres effets de la Magie, pour la per- i 
fection du procez dont il eft parlé dans ces Lettres n 
in 8v0. pages 387. One may eafily judge of Mr. n 






Boiffiers Conjuration by his Logick. 
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Il. Hiftoire des Rois de Chypre dela Maifon de 
Lufignan. Et les differentes guerres qwils cut ev 
contre les Sarazins €& les Genois. Traduit de 
V Italien, du Chevalier Giblet Cypriot en deuse 
Tomes in vo. According to fome Peoples Opi- 
nion, this Author has throughout his whole 
Work, wrote with great Integrity, Religion, 
and Impartiality ; he has placed Virtue in fo 
bright a Light, that he infpires his Readers 
with the Love and Admirationof it ; and detects 
Vice no farther than is neceffary to make it 
odious. He is Modeft in all his Expreffions ; 
and only difcovers thofe Truths, which, though 
nice in their nature, he could not conceal ; be- 
ing abfolutely effential to the drawing of feveral 
diftinguifh’d Characters, which he delivers to us 
fuch as they were. ‘They farther add, that his 
Style is clofe and concife, and that he ftri¢tly 
purfues the defign of his Subject, without ever 
deviating from it. 


IIT. Oenvres de Mr. Riviere du Freny, dais, 
Six Tomes in Svo. 

The Author of this Work in repute, was 
Valet de Chambre, and a Favourite to Lewis 
XIV. employ’d by him in feveral Campaigns ; 
for the excellent Talents Du Freny was endowed 
with ; for fetting afide his fine and lively Genius, 
Nature had graced him with an admirable Tafte 
for Arts and Sciences: As Painting, Sculpture, 
Architecture, Gardening, Mufick and Draw- 
ing, all which feem’d familiar to him. The 
more Lewis beftowed Riches on him, the more 
neceflitous Freny became by his extravagant Ex- 
pences ; having at laft quitted the Court, he 
retired to Paris, where he employ’d his time in 
Writing 
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Writing of Plays. The fix Volumes above 
mentioned are of his Compofition ; befides there 
were many other Works of his, which, before 
his Death, at the requeft of his bigotted Family 
he committed to the Flames. However, in his 
latter days, having declined Writing for the 
Stage, the King granted him the Privilege 
of publifhing the Mercure Galant, in 1710. by 
the Death of Mr. Devize. He wrote the firft 
Volumes of that Journal with a great deal of 
Wit and Humour ; and at laft refign’d that Pri- 
vilege to Mr. Le Fevre, in the Year 1713. re- 
ferving to himfelf a Penfion out of it, which he 
enjoyed to his Death till 1724. 


LONDON. 





‘HE Tranflation of the Hiftory of Charles 
XII. King of Sweden, by Mr. V* **, 
has juft appeared in Engi. 


II. As tothe New Edition of Milton’s Para- 
dife Loft, by Dr. Bentley, we fhall fay nothing 
of it, the Publick being fufficiently informed 
concerning this Work. 


Ill. The Life of Mr. Cleveland, Natural 
Son of Oliver Cromwell, now appears in four 
Volumes. 





























